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IV.E Greenhouse Gas Emissions

as demolition, hauling, and construction worker trips. This analysis also considers
indirect GHG emissions from water conveyance, wastewater generation, and solid
waste handling. Because potential impacts resulting from GHG emissions are
long-term rather than acute, GHG emissions are calculated on an annual basis.

GHG emissions are estimated using the California Emissions Estimator Model
(CalEEMod, version 2016.3.2), which is a Statewide land use emissions computer
model designed to provide a uniform platform for government agencies, land use
planners, and environmental professionals to quantify potential criteria pollutant
and GHG emissions from a variety of land use projects. CalEEMod was developed
in collaboration with the air districts of California. Regional data (e.g., emission
factors, trip lengths, meteorology, source inventory, etc.) have been provided by
the various California air districts to account for local requirements and conditions.
The model is considered to be an accurate and comprehensive tool for quantifying
air quality and GHG impacts from land use projects throughout California.®6

€) Construction Emissions

Project construction GHG emissions were estimated for each year of construction
activity using CalEEMod and EMFAC2017. Consistent with the assumptions made
in the air quality analysis provided in Section IV.A, Air Quality, of this Draft EIR,
GHG emissions during construction are forecasted by assuming a conservative
estimate of construction activities (i.e., assuming all construction occurs at the
earliest feasible date). If the onset of construction is delayed to a later date than
assumed in the modeling analysis, construction impacts would be similar to or less
than those analyzed, because a more energy-efficient and cleaner burning
construction equipment and vehicle fleet mix would be expected in the future. This
is because State regulations require construction equipment fleet operators to
phase-in less polluting heavy-duty equipment and trucks over time. As a result,
should the Project commence construction on a later date than modeled in this
GHG impact analysis, GHG impacts would be less than the impacts disclosed
herein.

The model input values used in this analysis were adjusted from default input
values to be Project-specific based on equipment types and the construction
schedule. These values were then applied to the same construction phasing
assumptions used in the criteria pollutant analysis (refer to Section IV.A, Air
Quality, of this Draft EIR) to generate GHG emissions values for each construction
year. CalEEMod was used to estimate GHG emission values from construction
equipment for each construction activity. GHG emissions from worker vehicles,
haul trucks, cement trucks, and vendor trucks were estimated outside of
CalEEMod using EMFAC2017 emission factors. SCAQMD recognizes that
construction-related GHG emissions from projects “occur over a relatively short-

96 see: http://www.agmd.gov/caleemod!.
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term period of time” and that “they contribute a relatively small portion of the overall
lifetime project GHG emissions.”®7 In accordance with SCAQMD guidance, GHG
emissions from construction have been amortized (i.e., averaged annually) over
the lifetime of the Project. The SCAQMD defines the lifetime of a project as 30
years.98 Therefore, the Project’s total construction GHG emissions were divided
by 30 to determine an annual construction emissions estimate comparable to
operational emissions. Construction activities would include demolition of the
existing buildings and associated parking, site clearing, grading, excavation, and
building construction. Emissions from these activities were estimated and
annualized by construction phase. A more detailed list of the assumptions for
projecting the Project’s construction emissions and descriptions of the Project’s
construction subphasing and equipment list are available in the Technical
Appendix for Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions for the Project, which is
provided in Appendix B of this Draft EIR.

(b) Operational Emissions

Project operational GHG emissions are also estimated using CalEEMod and
EMFAC2017. CalEEMod was used to estimate GHG emissions from electricity,
natural gas, solid waste, water and wastewater, and landscaping equipment.
EMFAC2017 emission factors along with VMT values in the Project’s
Transportation Assessment were used to estimate on-road mobile source GHG
emissions.%® A detailed discussion of the methodology used to estimate the GHG
emissions from the Project and existing uses is provided in Appendix B of this Draft
EIR. For informational purposes, operational GHG emissions were calculated for
the following two GHG conditions to estimate GHG reductions associated with
Project GHG reduction characteristics:

e Project Without GHG Reduction Characteristics, Features, and Measures:
Represents emissions based on a scenario consistent with CARB’s Scoping
Plan Statewide NAT forecast for the AB 32 target year of 2020 and continued
reductions through 2030, with a project CO2 of 758.8 Ibs/MWh for year 2023,
which represents the State’s Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) law and
growth in electricity demand, but does not include the Project Design Features
(see Subsection IV.E.3.c, Project Design Features, below), and VMT
reductions from the Project’'s Transportation Assessment, which accounts for

97 SCAQMD, Draft Guidance Document — Interim CEQA Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Significance
Threshold, October 2008, pages 3-8.

98 SCAQMD, Interim CEQA GHG Significance Threshold for Stationary Sources, Rules and Plans,
December 5, 2008, page 5.

99 Gibson Transportation Consulting, Inc., Transportation Assessment for the 656 San Vicente
Medical Office Project, November 2020.
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trip reductions from internal capture, existing public transportation options, and
pass-by trips.100,101

« Project With GHG Reduction Characteristics, Features, and Measures
(Project): Represents emission factors from the Project in the year 2023
consistent with SB 100, which was adopted after the 2017 Scoping Plan and
represents the State’s most current Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) law
and growth in electricity demand with an emission factor of 657.8 Ibs/MWh for
year 2023 scaled proportionately based on the future year renewable energy
targets of 44 percent by 2024 and at least 52 percent by 2027, and includes all
Project design features (see Subsection IV.E.3.c, Project Design Features,
below) and VMT reductions from the Project’s Transportation Assessment.102

As previously noted, operational mobile source GHG emissions are estimated
based on CARB’s EMFAC2017 model. Mobile source emissions are based on
VMT from the Transportation Assessment prepared by Gibson Transportation
Consulting, Inc. The trip lengths are based on the location and urbanized setting
of the project area. The VMT calculated for the Project was based on the trip
generation rates provided in the Project’'s Transportation Assessment, which
accounts for trip reductions from internal capture,103 existing public transportation
options, the transportation demand management (TDM) Program, and pass-by
trips.104

In addition, the operational mobile source GHG emissions estimates are based on
GHG emission factors for the mobile sources and the GWP values for the GHGs
emitted. Emissions of GHGs from motor vehicles are dependent on specific vehicle
types and models that would travel to and from the Project Site. The national policy
for fuel efficiency and emissions standards for the United States auto industry
requires that new passenger cars and light-duty trucks achieve an average fuel
economy standard of 35.5 miles per gallon (mpg) and 250 grams of CO2 per mile
by model year 2016 (Phase | standards), based on USEPA calculation methods.
In August 2012, more stringent phased-in standards were adopted for new model
year 2017 through 2025 passenger cars and light-duty trucks. New model year
2020 vehicles are projected to achieve 41.7 mpg (if GHG reductions are achieved
exclusively through fuel economy improvements) and 213 grams of CO2 per mile
(Phase Il standards). By 2025, new vehicles are required to achieve 54.5 mpg (if

100|nternal capture is generally defined as the portion of trips generated by a mixed-use
development that both begin and end within the development.

101Gibson Transportation Consulting, Inc., Transportation Assessment for the 656 San Vicente
Medical Office Project, November 2020.

102Gibson Transportation Consulting, Inc., Transportation Assessment for the 656 San Vicente
Medical Office Project, November 2020.

103|nternal capture is generally defined as the portion of trips generated by a mixed-use
development that both begin and end within the development.

104Gibson Transportation Consulting, Inc., Transportation Assessment for the 656 San Vicente
Medical Office Project, November 2020.
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GHG reductions are achieved exclusively through fuel economy improvements)
and 163 grams of CO:2 per mile (Phase Il standards).105 However, as mentioned
above in Subsection IV.E.2(1), Federal, in August 2018, the USEPA proposed
the SAFE Vehicles Rule that would, if adopted, maintain the CAFE and CO:
standards applicable in model year 2020 for model years 2021 through 2026. In
September 2019, the USEPA published the final rule in the federal register
(Federal Register, Vol. 84, No. 188, Friday, September 27, 2019, Rules and
Regulations, 51310-51363). The USEPA also published the final rule for the One
National Program on Federal Preemption of State Fuel Economy Standards that
finalizes critical parts of the SAFE Vehicles Rule and makes clear that federal law
preempts state and local tailpipe GHG emissions standards as well as ZEV
mandates. California and 23 other states and environmental groups in November
2019 in United States District Court in Washington, filed a petition for the USEPA
to reconsider the published rule. The Court has not yet ruled on the lawsuits. The
vehicle emissions standards beyond model year 2020 may not occur if the Federal
SAFE Vehicles Rules and the One National Program on Federal Preemption of
State Fuel Economy Standards are upheld by the Courts. The most current version
of the CARB and USEPA-approved EMFAC2017 on-road vehicle emissions model
does not account for the effect of the SAFE Vehicles Rules. While CARB has
provided off-model adjustment factors for criteria pollutant emissions, CARB has
not provided adjustment factors for GHG emissions.196 However, given that the
adjustment factors for gaseous exhaust criteria pollutant factors is an increase of
approximately one percent or less, it is reasonable to assume a similar effect on
GHG emissions, which are also gaseous pollutants.

All vehicle types would visit the Project Site. Therefore, this assessment uses the
Air Basin motor vehicle fleet mix and the fleet average calendar year emissions
factors from EMFAC to estimate mobile source GHG emissions. Mobile source
emissions are estimated for calendar years 2023, the anticipated full Project
buildout year.

With regard to energy demand, the consumption of fossil fuels to generate
electricity and to provide heating and hot water generates GHG emissions.
Emissions of GHGs associated with energy usage under the Project’s proposed
land uses are calculated using the CalEEMod tool. Future fuel consumption rates
are estimated based on specific square footage of the medical office and
retail/commercial land uses, as well as predicted water supply needs of the Project.
Project GHG emissions from building electricity and natural gas usage rates are
based on CalEEMod emission factors. Emission factors for GHG emissions due to
electrical generation to serve the demands of the Project Site were obtained from

105ysEPA, EPA and NHTSA Set Standards to Reduce Greenhouse Gases and Improve Fuel
Economy for Model Years 2017-2025 Cars and Light Trucks, August 2012.

106 cARB, EMFAC Off-Model Adjustment Factors to Account for the SAFE Vehicle Rule Part One,
November 20, 2019.
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the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) 2017 Power Strategic
Long-Term Resource Plan, which accounts for the generation mix using renewable
and non-renewable sources.107 According to the Plan, LADWP provides 20
percent of electricity via renewable sources, which would increase in compliance
with the RPS by 50 percent by 2025, 55 percent by 2030, and 65 percent by
2036.108 With the passage of SB 100, LADWP would be required to update plans
to provide an increasing percentage of renewable electricity pursuant to the
regulation (i.e., 60 percent by end of 2030 and 100 percent by the end of 2045).
Based on LADWP future projections, the Project’s anticipated opening year of
2023, an estimated emission factor of 657.8 pounds of CO2/Mega Watthours
(MWh) for electricity was calculated using LADWP projections from existing plans
for compliance with the RPS and future projected energy supply
resources,109110111

Emissions of GHGs associated with solid waste disposal under the Project’s
proposed land uses are calculated using the CalEEMod tool. The emissions are
based on the size of the medical office, retail/commercial, open space, and parking
structure land uses, the waste disposal rate for the land uses, the waste diversion
rate, the GHG emission factors for solid waste decomposition, and the GWP
values for the GHGs emitted.112 Refer to the Project’s Initial Study for estimated
solid waste disposal and diversion rates from the Project.

The emissions of GHGs associated with water demand and wastewater generation
from the Project are calculated using CalEEMod. The emissions are based on the
size of the existing land uses, the water demand factors, the electrical intensity
factors for water supply, treatment, and distribution and for wastewater treatment,
the GHG emission factors for the electricity utility provider, and the GWP values
for the GHGs emitted.113 As provided in Table 6, Estimated Proposed Water
Demand and Sewage Generation, on page 90 of the Initial Study (provided in
Appendix A of this Draft EIR), the total estimated water demand for the existing
uses was calculated to be 386 gallons per day (gpd) and the total estimated water
demand for the Project was calculated to be 43,136 gpd, for a net total of 42,750

gpd.

107 os Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP), 2017 Power Strategic Long-Term
Resource Plan, December 2017.

108| ADWP, 2017 Power Strategic Long-Term Resource Plan, December 2017.

109pre-SB 100 refers to the emission factor based on electricity/energy sources from the LADWP
forecast plans that do not yet incorporate SB 100. Currently, LADWP does not have a plan that
describes how it will achieve SB 100’s Renewables Portfolio Standard numbers, but it is
expected to do so. Therefore, using the pre-SB 100 numbers would be more conservative.

110 ADWP, 2017-2018 Briefing Book, August 2017.

111cEec, Utility Energy Supply Plans from 2015, 2018,
http://www.energy.ca.gov/almanac/electricity data/s-2_supply_forms_2015/, acessed April
29, 2020.

112CcAPCOA, CalEEMod User's Guide For CalEEMod Version 2016.3.2.

113CAPCOA, CalEEMod User's Guide For CalEEMod Version 2016.3.2.
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The emissions of GHGs associated with operational area sources under the
Project are calculated using the CalEEMod tool. The emissions for landscaping
equipment are based on the size of the open space required based on medical
office and commercial/retail land uses, the GHG emission factors for fuel
combustion, and the GWP values for the GHGs emitted.

Project stationary sources would include an on-site emergency generator, which
would provide emergency power primarily for lighting and other emergency
building systems. Emergency generator emissions are calculated based on
emissions factors available from CARB and the SCAQMD in compliance with
applicable regulations. Emissions of GHGs would be generated during
maintenance and testing operations and emissions were estimated separately
outside of the CalEEMod software. Emergency generator emissions include
compliance with CARB and SCAQMD regulations, including SCAQMD Rule 1470
(Requirements for Stationary Diesel-Fueled Internal Combustion and Other
Compression Ignition Engines) mandated emission limits and operating hour
constraints. As discussed previously, SCAQMD Rule 1470 applies to stationary
compression ignition engine greater than 50 brake horsepower and sets limits on
emissions and operating hours. In general, new stationary emergency standby
diesel-fueled engines greater than 50 brake horsepower are not permitted to
operate more than 50 hours per year for maintenance and testing.

Operational GHG emissions are assessed based on the Project-related
incremental increase in GHG emissions compared to baseline conditions. Under
CEQA, the baseline environmental setting is established as the date the Notice of
Preparation for this EIR was circulated (i.e., January 14, 2020).

Emissions calculations also include credits or reductions for the design elements
and GHG-reducing measures, some of which are required by regulation, such as
compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations and reductions in energy and
water demand. Because the Project is subject to the Los Angeles Green Building
Code, design elements of the Project reflect these minimum requirements.

CAPCOA has provided guidance on mitigating or reducing GHG emissions from
land use development projects. In September 2010, CAPCOA released a
guidance document titled Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures which
provides GHG reduction values for recommended GHG reduction strategies.114
These strategies serve to reduce VMT and vehicle trips, which correspond to a
reduction in relative GHG emissions.

There are challenges in determining consumption-based GHG emissions for
embodied GHG emissions such as the production of construction materials and
consumer goods and services include that many require elongated supply chains.
Therefore, the data necessary to accurately quantify embodied emissions may not

114CcAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010.
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be readily available due to the fact that other jurisdictions (particularly outside
California or outside the United States) may not track GHG emissions in sufficient
detail and, in part due to business practices concerning proprietary data.
Furthermore, as discussed in the Draft AEP White Paper: Production,
Consumption and Lifecycle Greenhouse Gas Inventories: Implications for CEQA
and Climate Action Plans, “CEQA admonishes lead agencies to avoid speculation
in completing their analyses and making conclusions. Furthermore, CEQA does
not require a lead agency to complete every study possible, but rather to fully
disclose impacts based on reasonably available data. Developing project-specific
estimates of embedded GHG emissions for all construction materials, or future
consumed goods and services that are related to complex supply chains, would
require extensive research and may not be able to accurately identify GHG
emissions for many consumed items without substantial uncertainty.”115

In addition, the State addressed embodied (lifecycle) GHG emissions in the Final
Statement of Reasons for Regulatory Action, prepared for the amendment to
Appendix F of the CEQA Guidelines pursuant to SB 97:

The amendments to Appendix F remove the term —lifecycle. No
existing regulatory definition of —lifecycle exists. In fact, comments
received during OPR's public workshop process indicate a wide
variety of interpretations of that term. (Letter from Terry Rivasplata
et al. to OPR, February 2, 2009, at pp. 5, 12 and Attachment; Letter
from Center for Biological Diversity et al. to OPR, February 2, 2009,
at pp. 17.) Thus, retention of the term —lifecycle in Appendix F could
create confusion among lead agencies regarding what Appendix F
requires. Moreover, even if a standard definition of the term
—lifecycle existed, requiring such an analysis may not be consistent
with CEQA. As a general matter, the term could refer to emissions
beyond those that could be considered —indirect effects of a project
as that term is defined in section 15358 of the State CEQA
Guidelines. Depending on the circumstances of a particular project,
an example of such emissions could be those resulting from the
manufacture of building materials. (CAPCOA White Paper, pp. 50-
51.) CEQA only requires analysis of impacts that are directly or
indirectly attributable to the project under consideration. (State
CEQA Guidelines, 8 15064(d).) In some instances, materials may be
manufactured for many different projects as a result of general
market demand, regardless of whether one particular project
proceeds. Thus, such emissions may not be caused by the project
under consideration. Similarly, in this scenario, a lead agency may
not be able to require mitigation for emissions that result from the

115 Association of Environmental Professionals, Draft AEP White Paper - Production, Consumption
and Lifecycle Greenhouse Gas Inventories: Implications for CEQA and Climate Action Plans,
August 2017, page 5-3.
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manufacturing process. Mitigation can only be required for emissions
that are actually caused by the project. (State CEQA Guidelines, §
15126.4(a)(4).)116

Therefore, embodied GHG emissions were not considered in this analysis as they
are not consistent with generally recommended GHG emissions analysis
methodology under CEQA.

(3) Comparison to Project without Reduction Features Scenario

As discussed previously, State, regional, and local GHG reduction plans and
policies, such as CARB’s Climate Change Scoping Plan, SCAG’s 2020-2045
RTP/SCS, L.A’’s Green New Deal, and the Los Angeles Green Building Code
would be applicable to the Project. These plans and policies are intended to reduce
GHG emissions in accordance with the goals of AB 32. In order to evaluate the
efficacy of the GHG reduction characteristics, features, and measures that would
be implemented as part of the Project as required by these GHG reduction plans
and policies, this analysis compares the Project’s GHG emissions to the emissions
that would be generated by the Project without implementation of GHG reduction
characteristics, features, and measures. This approach mirrors the concepts used
in CARB’s Climate Change Scoping Plan, which demonstrates GHG reductions
compared to a Project without Reduction Features scenario. This comparison is
provided only to evaluate the Project’s efficiency with respect to GHG reduction
plans and policies, but is not relied on as a threshold of significance.

The GHG emissions that would be generated by the Project without
implementation of GHG reduction characteristics, features, and measures are
guantified based on specific and defined circumstances in the context of relevant
State activities and mandates, as described further above under Subsection
IV.E.3.b)(2)(b), Project Without GHG Reduction Characteristics, Features,
and Measures description. Because this comparison is intended to mirror the
concepts used in CARB’s Climate Change Scoping Plan, the GHG emissions for
the Project without implementation of GHG reduction characteristics, features, and
measures is evaluated based on the specific and defined circumstances that
CARB relied on when it projected the State’s GHG emissions in the absence of
GHG reduction measures in the First Update to the Climate Change Scoping Plan.

The specific Project and Project Site characteristics as described in the Project’s
Transportation Assessment, including: being a multi-use development its close
proximity to other off-site retail, restaurant, entertainment, commercial, and job
destinations, and proximity to existing public transportation options.117 Project

116CNRA, Final Statement of Reasons for Regulatory Action — Amendments to the State CEQA
Guidelines Addressing Analysis and Mitigation of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Pursuant to SB
397, December 2009, page 71.

117Gibson Transportation Consulting, Inc., Transportation Assessment for the 656 San Vicente
Medical Office Project, November 2020.
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design features such as Project Design Feature TRAF-PDF-1 (TDM Program, refer
to Section IV.l, Transportation, of this Draft EIR) are not included as they
encompass GHG reduction strategies and features that would be consistent with
State, regional, and local GHG reduction plans and policies or would go above and
beyond regulatory requirements. The emissions are estimated using the
CalEEMod software, and the model inputs were adjusted to account for the Project
without implementation of GHG reduction characteristics, features, and measures;
in addition, the analysis assumes the Project without implementation of GHG
reduction characteristics, features, and measures. Additionally, the calculations
under this scenario would incorporate the same land uses and building square
footage as the proposed Project. In addition, mobile emissions would not
incorporate certain VMT reductions from the Project’s Transportation Assessment
and the TDM trip reductions.

c) Project Design Features

No specific project design features are proposed with regard to GHG emissions.
As discussed in Section IV.1, Transportation, of this Draft EIR, the Project would
implement Project Design Feature TRAF-PDF-1, Transportation Demand
Management (TDM) Program, which would include strategies in a TDM Program
that would serve to reduce VMT, which would, in turn, reduce GHG emissions. No
additional GHG-related project design features are applicable to the Project.

d) Analysis of Project Impacts

Threshold (a): Would the project generate GHG emissions, either
directly or indirectly, that may have a significant
impact on the environment?

Threshold (b): Would the project conflict with any applicable plan,
policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of
reducing the emissions of GHGs?

(1) Impact Analysis

@) Project Consistency with Applicable Plans and
Policies

As mentioned above, in the absence of any adopted quantitative threshold, the
significance of the Project's GHG emissions is evaluated consistent with CEQA
Guidelines Section 15064.4(b)(2) by considering whether the Project complies with
applicable plans, policies, regulations and requirements adopted for the purpose
of reducing the emissions of GHGs.

As described above, compliance with a GHG emissions reduction plan renders a
less-than-significant impact. The analyses below demonstrate that the Project is
consistent with the applicable GHG emission reduction plans and policies included
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within the 2017 Scoping Plan, the SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, the City’'s Green
New Deal, and Los Angeles Green Building Code. As shown herein, the Project
would be consistent with the applicable GHG reduction plans and policies.

0] CARB’s 2017 Updated Climate Change
Scoping Plan

At the State level, Executive Orders S-3-05 and B-30-15 are orders from the
State’s Executive Branch for the purpose of reducing GHG emissions. Executive
Order S-3-05’s goal to reduce GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 was adopted
by the Legislature as the 2006 Global Warming Solutions Act (i.e., AB 32) and
codified into law in HSC Division 25.5. Executive Order B-30-15’s goal to reduce
GHG emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030 was adopted by the
Legislature in SB 32 and also codified into law in HSC Division 25.5.

In support of AB 32 and SB 32, the State has promulgated specific laws and
strategies aimed at GHG reductions that are applicable to the Project. The primary
focus of many of the Statewide and regional plans, policies, and regulations is to
address worldwide climate change. Due to the complex physical, chemical, and
atmospheric mechanisms involved in global climate change, there is no basis for
concluding that the Project’s increase in annual GHG emissions would cause a
measurable change in global GHG emissions necessary to influence global climate
change. Newer construction materials and practices, energy efficiency
requirements, and newer appliances tend to emit lower levels of air pollutant
emissions, including GHGs, as compared to those built years ago; however, the
net effect is difficult to quantify. The GHG emissions of the Project alone would not
likely cause a direct physical change in the environment. According to CAPCOA,
“‘GHG impacts are exclusively cumulative impacts; there are no non-cumulative
GHG emission impacts from a climate change perspective.”118 |t is global GHG
emissions in their aggregate that contribute to climate change, not any single
source of GHG emissions alone.

The Climate Change Scoping Plan outlines a framework that relies on a broad
array of GHG reduction actions, which include direct regulations, alternative
compliance mechanisms, incentives, voluntary actions, and market-based
mechanisms such as the Cap-and-Trade program. The Climate Change Scoping
Plan builds off of a wide array of regulatory requirements that have been
promulgated to reduce Statewide GHG emissions, particularly from energy
demand and mobile sources. While these regulatory requirements are not targeted
at specific land use development projects, they would indirectly reduce a
development project's GHG emissions. A discussion of these regulatory
requirements that would reduce the Project’'s GHG emissions are provided below.

118CAPCOA, CEQA & Climate Change: Evaluating and Addressing Greenhous Gas Emissions
from Projects Subject to the California Environmental Quality Act, January 2008.
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California Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS) Program (SB 100): While
this action does not directly apply to individual projects, the Project complies
with the RPS program inasmuch as its electricity is provided by LADWP, which,
in compliance with the RPS program, is required to obtain 33 percent
renewable power by 2020 and has committed to achieving 50 percent
renewables by 2025.1%° Furthermore, per the updated requirements of SB 100,
signed by Governor Brown on September 10, 2018, LADWP would be required
to procure eligible renewable electricity for 44 percent of retail sales by
December 31, 2024, 52 percent by December 31, 2027, and 60 percent by
December 31, 2030, and should plan to achieve 100 percent eligible renewable
energy resources and zero-carbon resources by December 31, 2045. Thus, the
Project would be supplied with electricity via renewable sources at increasing
rates over time reducing the Project’s electricity-related GHG emissions.

SB 1368/AB 398, CCR Title 20, Cap-and-Trade Program: The State’s Cap-
and-Trade Program reduces GHG emissions from major sources (deemed
“covered entities”) by setting a firm cap on Statewide GHG emissions and
employing market mechanisms to achieve emission reduction targets. While
the Cap-and-Trade Program does not directly apply to individual projects, the
Project would comply with the Program inasmuch as the Project’s electricity
usage would be covered by the Cap-and-Trade Program as LADWP is a
covered entity, resulting in a reduction of GHG emissions from the Project’s
energy consumption.

AB 1493 (Pavley Regulations): The State’s Pavley Regulations apply to new
passenger vehicles from model year 2012 through 2016 (Phase I) and model
years 2017-2025 (Phase Il). While this action does not apply to individual
projects, future residents, employees, and visitors to the Project Site would
purchase new vehicles in compliance with this regulation. Mobile source
emissions generated by future residents, employees, and visitors to the Project
Site would be reduced with implementation of AB 1493. However, it is noted
that the vehicle emissions standards beyond model year 2020 may not occur if
the Federal SAFE Vehicles Rules and the One National Program on Federal
Preemption of State Fuel Economy Standards are upheld by the Courts.

Advanced Clean Cars Program: The Advanced Clean Cars (ACC) program
includes Low-Emission Vehicle (LEV) regulations that reduce criteria pollutants
and GHG emissions from light- and medium-duty vehicles, and the Zero-
Emission Vehicle (ZEV) regulation, which requires manufacturers to produce
an increasing number of pure ZEVs (meaning battery electric and fuel cell
electric vehicles), with provisions to also produce plug-in hybrid electric
vehicles (PHEV) in the 2018 through 2025 model years. While this action does
not directly apply to individual projects, the standards would apply to all vehicles
purchased or used by employees and visitors to the Project Site. The Project
would designate a minimum of 8 percent of on-site parking for carpool and/or

1191 ADWP, 2017 Power Strategic Integrated Long-Term Resource Plan, December 2017, page

ES-18.
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alternative-fueled vehicles. In addition, the Project design provides for the
installation of the conduit and panel capacity to accommodate future electric
vehicle charging stations (EVSE). Consistent with the requirements of the Los
Angeles Green Building Code, the Project would provide 84 parking spaces
that would be capable of supporting future EVSE and 42 parking spaces that
would be equipped with EV charging stations. As such, the Project would
support compliance with this regulation.

e Low Carbon Fuel Standard (Executive Order S-01-07): This regulation
establishes a Statewide goal to reduce the carbon intensity of California’s
transportation fuels by at least 10 percent by 2020 and 18 percent by 2030.
While this action does not directly apply to individual projects, future residents,
employees, and visitors to the Project Site would utilize transportation fuels in
compliance with this regulation. GHG emissions related to vehicular travel by
Project would benefit from this regulation and mobile source emissions
generated by future employees, and visitors to the Project Site would be
reduced with implementation of the LCFS.

e SB 375: SB 375 establishes mechanisms for the development of regional
targets for reducing passenger vehicle GHG emissions. Under SB 375, CARB
is required, in consultation with the State’s Metropolitan Planning
Organizations, to set regional GHG reduction targets for the passenger vehicle
and light-duty truck sector for 2020 and 2035. While this action does not directly
apply to individual projects, the Project would be consistent with 2020-2045
RTP/SCS goals and objectives under SB 375 to implement “smart growth.” As
discussed below in Subsection IV.E.3.d)(1)(a)(ii)), SCAG 2020-2045
RTP/SCS, the Project would be consistent with the SCAG 2020-2045
RTP/SCS.

e SB X7-7: The Water Conservation Act of 2009 sets an overall goal of reducing
per capita urban water use by 20 percent by December 31, 2020. Each urban
retail water supplier shall develop water use targets to meet this goal. While
this action does not directly apply to individual projects, the Project would
support compliance with this regulation by implementing water efficiency
measures through compliance with the City’s requirements and the CALGreen
Code.

e California Integrated Waste Management Act (IWMA) of 1989 and AB 341.:
The IWMA mandated that State agencies develop and implement an integrated
waste management plan which outlines the steps to be taken to divert at least
50 percent of their solid waste from disposal facilities. AB 341 directs
CalRecycle to develop and adopt regulations for mandatory commercial
recycling and sets a Statewide goal for 75 percent disposal reduction by the
year 2020. While this action does not directly apply to individual projects, the
Project would comply with the IWMA inasmuch as it would be served by a solid
waste collection and recycling service that includes mixed waste processing
and that yields waste diversion results comparable to source separation and
consistent with Citywide recycling targets. According to the City of Los Angeles
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Zero Waste Progress Report, the City achieved a landfill diversion rate of
approximately 76 percent by year 2012.120

Table IV.E-4, Consistency with Applicable Climate Change Scoping Plan
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategies, contains a list of GHG-reducing
strategies applicable to the Project. The analysis describes the Project’s
compliance and consistency with these strategies outlined in the State’s Climate
Change Scoping Plan to reduce GHG emissions. As discussed below, the Project
would implement design features and incorporate characteristics to reduce energy
use, conserve water, reduce waste generation, and reduce vehicle travel
consistent with Statewide strategies and regulations. As a result, the Project would
not conflict with applicable Climate Change Scoping Plan strategies and
regulations to reduce GHG emissions.

TABLE IV.E-4
CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE CLIMATE CHANGE SCOPING PLAN
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION STRATEGIES

Responsible
Actions and Strategies Party Consistency Analysis

Energy

CCR, Title 24. Energy Efficiency Standards State, Local No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory

for Residential and Nonresidential Buildings Jurisdictions requirements, the Project would meet or
exceed the applicable provisions of the
Los Angeles Green Building Code, which
in turn requires compliance with
mandatory standards in the Title 24
Building Energy Efficiency Standards and
CALGreen Code or applicable version at
the time of building permit issuance.

California Green Building Standards State, Local No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory
Code Requirements. Heating, ventilation, Jurisdictions requirements, the Project would utilize
and air conditioning (HVAC) Systems will be energy efficiency appliances and
designed to meet American Society of equipment and would meet the applicable
Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning energy standards in the Title 24 Building
Engineers (ASHRAE) standards. Energy Efficiency Standards and

CALGreen Code, or applicable version at
the time of building permit issuance and
would install ENERGY STAR compliant
appliances. The Project would utilize
energy efficiency HVAC Systems that
would meet or exceed the applicable
energy standards in ASHRAE Appendix G
and the Title 24 Building Energy Efficiency
Standards and CALGreen Code, or
applicable version of these standards at
the time of building permit issuance.

120City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, LA Sanitation, Zero Waste Progress Report,

March 2013.
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TABLE IV.E-4

CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE CLIMATE CHANGE SCOPING PLAN
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION STRATEGIES

Actions and Strategies

Responsible
Party Consistency Analysis

Energy commissioning shall be performed
for buildings larger than 10,000 square feet.

Refrigerants used in newly installed HVAC
systems shall not contain any CFCs.

Parking spaces shall be designed for carpool

or alternative fueled vehicles. Up to eight
percent of total parking spaces will be
designed for such vehicles.

Long-term and short-term bike parking shall
be provided for up to 5 percent of vehicle
trips.

State, Local No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory

Jurisdictions requirements, the Project would meet or
exceed the applicable provisions of the
Los Angeles Green Building Code,
including Code Section 5.410.2, which in
turn requires compliance with mandatory
standards in the and CALGreen Code.

State, Local No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory

Jurisdictions requirements, the Project would meet or
exceed the applicable provisions of the
Los Angeles Green Building Code, which
in turn requires compliance with
mandatory standards in the and
CALGreen Code for the use of CFCs in
HVAC systems.

State, Local No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory

Jurisdictions requirements, the Project would meet or
exceed the applicable provisions of the
Los Angeles Green Building Code, which
in turn requires compliance with
mandatory standards in the and
CALGreen Code. The Project would
designate a minimum of eight percent of
on-site parking for carpool and/or
alternative-fueled vehicles (approximately
33 spaces). In addition, the Project design
provides for the installation of the conduit
and panel capacity to accommodate future
electric vehicle charging stations into a
minimum of 30 percent of the parking
spaces (approximately 84 spaces), with 10
percent of the Code-required spaces
further improved with electric vehicle
charging stations (approximately 21

spaces).
State, Local No Conflict. The Project would meet this
Jurisdictions requirement by providing 716 bicycle

parking spaces, which would exceed five
percent of vehicular parking, as part of its
compliance with the City bicycle parking
requirements and CALGreen Code.
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TABLE IV.E-4

CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE CLIMATE CHANGE SCOPING PLAN
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION STRATEGIES

Actions and Strategies

Responsible
Party Consistency Analysis

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) required.

Indoor water usage must be reduced by 20
percent compared to current California
Building Code Standards for maximum flow.

All irrigation controllers must be installed with

weather sensing or soil moisture sensors.

Wastewater generation shall be reduced by
20 percent compared to current California
Building Standards.

Requires a minimum of 50 percent recycle or

reuse of nonhazardous construction and
demolition debris.

State, Local No Conflict. As discussed in Response to

Jurisdictions Checklist Question VII(b) in the Initial
Study, provided in Appendix A of this Draft
EIR, in accordance with regulatory
requirements, a Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would be
prepared that incorporates Best
Management Practices (BMPs) to control
water erosion during the Project’s
construction period. As such, the Project
would meet this action/strategy.

State, Local No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory

Jurisdictions requirements, the Project would meet or
exceed the applicable provisions of the
Los Angeles Green Building Code, which
in turn requires compliance with
mandatory standards in the and
CALGreen Code, such as through using
low-water or low-flow fixtures and water
efficient irrigation.

State, Local No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory

Jurisdictions requirements, the Project would meet or
exceed the applicable provisions of the
Los Angeles Green Building Code, which
in turn requires compliance with
mandatory standards in the and
CALGreen Code and all irrigation
controllers will be installed with weather
sensing or soil moisture sensors.

State, Local No Conflict. The Project would meet this

Jurisdictions requirement as part of its compliance with
the City’s requirements and the CALGreen
Code, such as through using low-water or
low-flow fixtures and water efficient

irrigation.
State, Local No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory
Jurisdictions requirements, the Project would meet or

exceed the applicable provisions of the
Los Angeles Green Building Code, which
in turn requires compliance with
mandatory standards in the and
CALGreen Code. Construction and
demolition materials would be conveyed
pursuant to the City’'s Waste Hauler Permit
Program (Ordinance 181519) where all
private waste haulers collecting solid
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TABLE IV.E-4

CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE CLIMATE CHANGE SCOPING PLAN
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION STRATEGIES

Actions and Strategies

Responsible
Party

Consistency Analysis

Requires documentation of types of waste
recycled, diverted or reused.

State, Local
Jurisdictions

waste within the City, including
construction and demolition (C&D) waste,
are required to obtain AB 939 Compliance
Permits and to transport C&D waste to
City certified C&D processing facilities.
These facilities process received materials
for reuse and have recycling rates that
vary from 70 percent to 94 percent.

No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory
requirements, the Project would meet or
exceed the applicable provisions of the
Los Angeles Green Building Code, which
in turn requires compliance with
mandatory standards in the and
CALGreen Code. The Project would be
consistent with the City and State waste
requirements by utilizing waste collection
services that are approved by the City and
that meet the applicable requirements for
waste diversion and recycling mandates.
The City generally relies on single-stream
waste recycling where mixed waste is
collected and sorted for recycling at a
waste reclamation facility. The Project
would subscribe to a municipal solid waste
collection service that is approved by the
City and that meets applicable City and
State waste collection, management,
recycling and diversion requirements.

Water

CCR, Title 24. Title 24 includes water
efficiency requirements for new residential
and non-residential uses.

State, Local
Jurisdictions

No Conflict. Refer to discussion under
Title 24 Building Standards Code and
California Green Building Standards Code
Requirements, above.

Other Sources

Climate Action Team.

Reduce diesel-fueled commercial motor
vehicle idling.

State, CARB.

No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory
requirements, the Project would comply
with the CARB Air Toxics Control Measure
to limit heavy duty diesel motor vehicle
idling to no more than five minutes at any
given time.
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TABLE IV.E-4

CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE CLIMATE CHANGE SCOPING PLAN
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION STRATEGIES

Actions and Strategies

Responsible
Party

Consistency Analysis

Plant five million trees in urban areas by
2020 to effect climate change emission
reductions.

Implement efficient water management
practices and incentives, as saving water
saves energy and GHG emissions.

Reduce GHG emissions from electricity by
reducing energy demand. The California
Energy Commission updates appliance
energy efficiency standards that apply to
electrical devices or equipment sold in
California. Recent policies have established
specific goals for updating the standards;
new standards are currently in development.

Apply strategies that integrate transportation
and land-use decisions, including but not
limited to promoting jobs/housing proximity,
high-density residential/commercial
development along transit corridors and
implementing intelligent transportation
systems.

Local
Jurisdictions

State, Local
Jurisdictions

State, Local
Jurisdictions

State, CARB,
SCAG

No Conflict. The Project complies with
this policy inasmuch as the Project is
under the jurisdiction of the City, which
with other local jurisdictions is committed
to plant five million trees in urban areas by
2020 to effect climate change emission
reductions , the Project would provide
approximately 17 net new trees in
landscaping on the ground level of the
Project Site and additional trees provided
in the small landscaped patios on Floors 6
through 10, which would be an increase
compared to the existing conditions.

No Conflict. As discussed previously,
consistent with regulatory requirements,
the Project would meet or exceed the
applicable provisions of the Los Angeles
Green Building Code, which in turn
requires compliance with mandatory
standards in the and CALGreen Code

No Conflict. While this action does not
directly apply to individual projects, the
Project would meet or exceed the energy
standards in the Title 24 Building Energy
Efficiency Standards, and the CALGreen
Code.

Compliant. The Project would incorporate
physical and operational Project
characteristics that would reduce vehicle
trips and VMT and encourage alternative
modes of transportation for visitors and
employees. The Project’s dense, mixed-
use development is located on an urban
infill Project Site that is located within an
identified HQTA and Transit Priority Area
(TPA).121 The Project co-locates its
complementary commercial/restaurant
land uses in proximity to existing off-site
commercial and residential uses. The

121The Project Site is also located in a Transit Priority Area (TPA), which is defined as an area
within 0.5-mile of a major transit stop that is existing or planned. A “major transit stop" is defined
as a site containing an existing rail transit station or the intersection of two or more major bus
routes with a frequency of service interval of 15 minutes or less during the morning and

afternoon peak commute periods.
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TABLE IV.E-4
CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE CLIMATE CHANGE SCOPING PLAN
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION STRATEGIES

Responsible
Actions and Strategies Party Consistency Analysis

Project is in a highly walkable area served
by frequent and comprehensive transit
within 0.5 mile of the Project Site. The
increases in land use intensity and
diversity and mix of uses on the Project
Site would reduce vehicle trips and VMT
by encouraging walking and non-
automotive forms of transportation, which
would result in corresponding reductions
in transportation-related emissions

Reduce energy use in private buildings. State, Local No Conflict. Consistent with regulatory
Jurisdictions requirements, the Project would meet or

exceed the applicable provisions of the
Los Angeles Green Building Code, which
in turn requires compliance with
mandatory standards in the and
CALGreen Code, such as through
installing energy-efficient lighting and
appliances, and equipment.

SOURCE: ESA, 2020.

As described in Table IV.E-4, the Project is compliant with the applicable laws and
regulations that serve to reduce GHG emissions. In addition to the Project’s
consistency with applicable GHG reduction laws and strategies, the Project would
not conflict with the future anticipated Statewide GHG reductions goals. CARB has
outlined a number of potential strategies for achieving the 2030 reduction target of
40 percent below 1990 levels, as mandated by SB 32. These potential strategies
include using renewable resources for half of the State’s electricity by 2030,
increasing the fuel economy of vehicles and the number of zero-emission or hybrid
vehicles, reducing the rate of growth in VMT, supporting other alternative
transportation options, and use of high-efficiency appliances, water heaters, and
HVAC systems.122 The Project would benefit from Statewide and utility-provider
efforts towards increasing the portion of electricity provided from renewable
resources. The utility provider for the Project, LADWP, achieved 32 percent of
electricity via renewable sources in 2018, is on track to exceed the next State
legislated milestone of 33 percent in 2020, and has committed to providing 50

122Energy + Environmental Economics (E3), Summary of the California State Agencies’
PATHWAYS Project: Long-Term Greenhouse Gas Reduction Scenarios, April 6, 2015.
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percent by 2025, 55 percent by 2030, and 65 percent by 2036.123:124.125 As these
targets were determined prior to the passage of SB 100, LADWP would also be
required to comply with the RPS goals as discussed above in Subsection
IV.E.2.a)(2)(d), Energy.126 The Project would use energy-efficient appliances and
equipment (e.g., ENERGY STAR rated). The Project would also benefit from
Statewide efforts towards increasing the fuel economy standards of vehicles. The
Project would support reducing VMT given its location at an infill site close to existing
transit options, including the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (Metro) bus routes 30/330, 20/720, 728 and 105/705 and Antelope Valley
Transit Authority (AVTA) bus route 786.

The 2017 Scoping Plan (adopted in December 2017) also outlines strategies to
reduce GHG emissions to achieve the 2030 target from sectors that are not directly
controlled or influenced by the Project but, nonetheless, contribute to Project-related
GHG emissions. For instance, the Project itself is not subject to the Cap-and-Trade
regulation; however, Project-related emissions would decline pursuant to the
regulation as utility providers and transportation fuel producers are subject to
renewable energy standards, Cap-and-Trade regulation, and the LCFS. The 2017
Scoping Plan also calls for the doubling of the energy efficiency savings, including
utility demand-response flexibility for 10 percent of residential and commercial
electric space heating, water heating, air conditioning and refrigeration. The strategy
is in the process of being designed specifically to accommodate existing residential
and commercial uses under the CEC’s Existing Building Energy Efficiency Action
Plan.127 While CARB is in the process of expanding the regulatory framework to
meet the 2030 reduction target based on the existing laws and strategies in the 2017
Scoping Plan, the Project would support or not impede implementation of these
potential GHG reduction strategies identified by CARB for all the reasons
summarized in Table IV.E-4.

Even though the 2017 Scoping Plan and supporting documentation do not provide
an exact regulatory and technological roadmap to achieve 2050 goals, they
demonstrate that various combinations of policies could allow the Statewide
emissions level to remain very low through 2050, suggesting that the combination
of new technologies and other regulations not analyzed in the study or not currently

123 ADWP, Renewable Energy Program Progress,
https://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/faces/ladwp/aboutus/a-power/a-p-renewableenergy/a-p-re-
renewableenergypolicy?_afrWindowld=qgysh2515_1&_afrLoop=61924918578548&isNoLocal
e=true&_afrwindowMode=0& adf.ctrl-state=qgysh2515 4), accessed December 7, 2020.

124 ADWP, Power Content Label, July 2019.

125 ADWP, 2017 Power Strategic Long-Term Resource Plan, December 2017, page ES-18.

126 Note that LADWP will incorporate the targets of SB 100 into the upcoming 2018 Power Strategic
Long-Term Resource Plan (see: https://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/faces/ladwp/aboutus/a-
power/a-p-renewableenergy/a-p-re-
renewableenergypolicy?_afrWindowld=qgysh2515_1&_afrLoop=61924918578548&isNoLocal
e=true&_ afrwindowMode=0& adf.ctrl-state=qgysh2515 4).

127 cEc, 2016 Existing Buildings Energy Efficiency Plan Update, December 2016.
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feasible at the time the 2017 Scoping Plan was adopted could enable the State to
meet the 2050 targets.128 For example, the 2017 Scoping Plan states some
policies are not feasible at this time, such as Net Zero Carbon Buildings, but that
this type of policy would be necessary to meet the 2050 target.

With Statewide efforts underway to facilitate the State’s achievement of those
goals, it is reasonable to expect the Project's GHG emissions to decline from their
opening year levels as reported below in Section IV.E.3.d)(1)(b)(ii), Operational
Emissions, as the regulatory initiatives identified by CARB in the 2017 Scoping
Plan are implemented, and other technological innovations occur. Stated
differently, the Project’'s emissions at buildout likely represents the maximum
emissions for the Project as anticipated regulatory developments and technology
advances are expected to reduce emissions associated with the Project, such as
emissions related to electricity use and vehicle use.

Based on the analysis above, the Project would be consistent with CARB’s
Scoping Plans (i.e., 2008 Scoping Plan, 2014 Scoping Plan, and 2017 Scoping
Plan) and given the reasonably anticipated decline in Project emissions once fully
constructed and operational, the Project would be consistent with the State’s GHG
reduction targets for 2030 and 2050. Therefore, impacts would be less than
significant.

(i)  SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS

Transportation-related GHG emissions would be the largest source of emissions
from the Project. This finding is consistent with the findings in regional plans,
including the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, which recognizes that the transportation sector
is the largest contributor to the State’s GHG emissions. At the regional level, the
2020-2045 RTP/SCS is an applicable plan adopted for the purpose of reducing
GHGs.

The purpose of the SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS is to achieve the regional per
capita GHG reduction targets for the passenger vehicle and light-duty truck sector
established by CARB pursuant to SB 375. SCAG’s Program EIR for the 2020-2045
RTP/SCS, certified on May 7, 2020, states that “[e]ach [Metropolitan Planning
Organization] is required to prepare an SCS as part of their RTP in order to meet

1283, Summary of the California State Agencies’ PATHWAYS Project: Long-Term Greenhouse
Gas Reduction Scenarios, April 6, 2015; Greenblatt, Jeffrey, “Modeling California Impacts on
Greenhouse Gas Emissions,” Energy Policy, Vol. 78, 2015, pages 158-172. The CARB, CEC,
California Public Utilities Commission, and the California Independent System Operator
engaged E3 to evaluate the feasibility and cost of a range of potential 2030 targets along the
way to the State’s goal of reducing GHG emissions to 80% below 1990 levels by 2050. With
input from the agencies, E3 developed scenarios that explore the potential pace at which
emission reductions can be achieved as well as the mix of technologies and practices deployed.
E3 conducted the analysis using its California PATHWAYS model. Enhanced specifically for
this study, the model encompasses the entire California economy with detailed representations
of the buildings, industry, transportation, and electricity sectors.
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these GHG emissions reduction targets by aligning transportation, land use, and
housing strategies with respect to [Senate Bill] 375.”12° The 2020-2045 RTP/SCS
seeks improved mobility and accessibility, which is defined as “the ability to reach
desired destinations with relative ease and within a reasonable time, using
reasonably available transportation choices.”130 The 2020-2045 RTP/SCS seeks
to implement strategies that “alleviates development pressure in sensitive
resource areas by promoting compact, focused infill development in established
communities with access to high-quality transportation.”31 As part of the 2020-
2045 RTP/SCS, “transportation network improvements would be included, and
more compact, infill, walkable and mixed-use development strategies to
accommodate new region’s growth would be encouraged to accommodate
increases in population, households, employment, and travel demand.”'®?
Moreover, the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS states that while “[t]ransportation emissions
are most prevalent relative to all other sectors in California and specifically in the
SCAG region,” the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS would focus “ growth in existing urban
regions and opportunity areas, where transit and infrastructure are already in
place. Locating new growth near bikeways, greenways, and transit would increase
active transportation options and the use of other transit modes, thereby reducing
number of vehicle trips and trip lengths and associated emissions.”33

In order to assess the Project’s potential to conflict with the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS,
this section analyzes the Project’s land use characteristics for consistency with the
strategies and policies set forth in SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS to meet GHG
emission-reduction targets set by CARB.134 Generally, projects are considered
consistent with applicable City and regional land use plans and regulations, such
as SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, if they are compatible with the general intent of
the plans and would not preclude the attainment of their primary goals. As
discussed below, the Project would be consistent with the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS
goals and benefits intended to improve mobility and access to diverse destinations,
provide better “placemaking,” provide more transportation choices, and reduce
vehicular demand and associated emissions. Therefore, the Project would be

1295CAG, Program Environmental Impact Report — 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/
Sustainable Communities Strategy, May 2020, page 3.8-73.

130SCAG, Connect SoCal: 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy, September 2020, pages 129.

131SCAG, Connect SoCal: 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy, September 2020, page 51.

1325CAG, Program Environmental Impact Report — 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/
Sustainable Communities Strategy, May 2020, page 3.8-62.

1335CAG, Program Environmental Impact Report — 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/
Sustainable Communities Strategy, May 2020, page 3.8-14, 65.

134ps discussed in the 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy, the actions and strategies included in the 2020-2045 Regional Transportation
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy remain unchanged from those adopted in the 2012-
2035 and 2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy.
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consistent with the GHG reduction-related actions and strategies contained in the
2020-2045 RTP/SCS.

The Project does not provide residential uses, and, as such, population and
housing growth are not relevant metrics for the Project’s consistency with SCAG’s
2020-2045 RTP/SCS actions and strategies. However, with respect to
employment, consistent with SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS alignment of
transportation and land use strategies, the Project would accommodate increases
in employment and associated travel demand. As discussed below, it is an urban
“infill” project located in an HQTA that would replace existing commercial uses on
an urban infill site with a high-density, medical office and retail-commercial mixed-
use development. The Project proposes higher density, consistent with compact
growth, on infill urban land accessible to and well served by public transit including
frequent and comprehensive transit services. The Project would provide job
opportunities in an HQTA and TPA, which SCAG defines as an area within 0.5
miles of a well-serviced transit stop. Thus, the Project is in line with and advances
key objectives of the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS to achieve regional GHG and VMT
reductions from land use and transportation by focusing new employment in the
region’s HQTAs. The Project would also provide bicycle parking for Project
employees and visitors, and facilitate pedestrian and bicycle movements by
providing convenient access to and from on-site uses, which would support active
transportation options. Pedestrian access to the retail-commercial uses would be
from the South Sweetzer Avenue and South San Vicente Boulevard street
frontages. Access to the office uses would be from the ground level lobby for the
office building along South San Vicente Boulevard and from the parking levels via
internal stairs and elevators. The Project would provide convenient transit access,
including access to the Metro bus routes 30/330, 20/720, 728 and 105/705, and
AVTA bus route 786, and the future Wilshire/La Cienega Metro D (Purple) Line
Station, which is currently under construction and is anticipated to be operational
in 2023.135 The high employment density of the Wilshire Community Plan area
supports the expectation that projects located in the area would provide high levels
of walkability and high potential for transit usage by Project employees and visitors.
Further, the Project’s specific location and intense mixed-use design in close
proximity to high-quality transit, including the multiple bus routes and the future
Wilshire/La Cienega Metro D (Purple) Line Station, its close proximity to other off-
site retail, restaurant, entertainment, commercial, and job destinations, and its
highly walkable environment support the conclusion from this analysis that the
Project has been properly located so that its development would minimize VMT.136

1351 0s Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro), Metro Purple Line Extension
FAQS, https://www.metro.net/projects/westside/, accessed April 28, 2020.

136\walkScore.com (www.walkscore.com) rates the Project Site with a score of 92 of 100 possible
points. Walk Score calculates the walkability of specific addresses by taking into account the
ease of living in the neighborhood with a reduced reliance on automobile travel.
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As such, the Project would be consistent with regional plans to reduce VMT and
associated GHG emissions.

The Project would also be consistent with the following key GHG reduction
strategies in SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, which are based on changing the
region’s land use and travel patterns in the following key areas:

e Compact growth in areas accessible to transit;
e Locate jobs in proximity to transit;
e Locate job growth focused in HQTASs; and

e Biking and walking infrastructure to improve active transportation options and
transit access.

The Project represents an infill development within an HQTA, which is defined by
the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS as generally walkable transit villages or corridors that are
within 0.5 mile of an existing or planned fixed guideway transit stop or a bus transit
corridor where buses pick up passengers at a frequency of every 15 minutes (or
less) during peak commuting hours.137 As previously discussed, the Project Site
is located within 0.5 miles of public transportation opportunities, including Metro
bus routes 30/330, 20/720, 728 and 105/705, and AVTA bus route 786, and the
future Wilshire/La Cienega Metro D (Purple) Line Station, which is currently under
construction and is anticipated to be operational in 2023. In addition, the Project
would also provide up to 716 on-site bicycle parking spaces, which would exceed
the requirements of the LAMC. The Project would provide employees and visitors
with access to public transit and opportunities for active transportation, which
would facilitate a reduction in VMT and related vehicular GHG emissions. These
and other measures, including internal capture of vehicle trips from the Project’s
mix of uses the TDM Program, as provided in Project Design Feature TRAF-PDF-
1 in Section IV.l, Transportation, of this Draft EIR, would further promote a
reduction in VMT and subsequent reduction in GHG emissions, which would be
consistent with the goals of the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS.138

SCAG has established land use strategies which lead to reduced VMT. While not
a regulatory document, CAPCOA has provided guidance on mitigating or reducing
emissions from land use development projects within its guidance document
entitted Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures to provide a
guantification tool to local governments on measures that are frequently
considered as mitigation for GHG impacts. The measures presented in the
CAPCOA guidance document were screened on the basis of feasibility of

137SCAG, Connect SoCal: 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy, September 2020, pages 23 and 51.

138|nternal capture of vehicle trips refers to trips generated by a mixed-use development that would
begin and end within the development.
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guantifying the emissions, the availability of meaningful and robust data upon
which to base the quantification, and whether the measures (alone or in
combination with other measures) would result in appreciable reductions in GHG
emissions.139 This analysis uses the CAPCOA guidance to quantify to the Project’s
GHG reductions to assist in determining the Project’s general consistency with the
strategies laid out in the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS.

Strategies in the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS to reduce vehicle trips and VMT have been
shown by CAPCOA to reduce vehicle trips and VMT, and corresponding vehicle
GHG and air pollutant emissions. While not a regulatory document, the CAPCOA
guidance document, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, provides
emission reduction values for recommended GHG reduction strategies, including
land use strategies.140 As an infill project located in an HQTA near transit, the
Project’s land use characteristics satisfy criteria identified by CAPCOA for infill
projects that would reduce vehicle trips and VMT compared to the Air Basin
average. The land use characteristics include increased density, location
efficiency, increased land use diversity and mixed-uses, increased destination
accessibility, increased transit accessibility, improve design of development, and
provide pedestrian network improvements.14l The land use characteristics,
detailed below, are shown in the CAPCOA guidance document to reduce vehicle
trips to and from the Project Site as compared to the Air Basin average. These
Project land use characteristics would, therefore, support the regional reduction of
VMT and associated air pollutant and GHG emissions compared to Air Basin
averages to advance the RTP/SCS goals for “encouraging growth in walkable,
mixed-use communities with ready access to transit infrastructure and
employment.142.143  This analysis uses the CAPCOA guidance to assist in
determining the Project’s general consistency with the strategies laid out in the
2020-2045 RTP/SCS.

e CAPCOA LUT-1: Increase Density: Increased density, measured in terms of
persons, jobs, or commercial units per unit area, reduces emissions associated
with transportation as it reduces the distance people travel for work or services,
and provides a foundation for the implementation of other strategies such as
enhanced transit services. This characteristic corresponds to CAPCOA LUT-1,
in which the relative reduction in VMT applies to Urban and Suburban settings
for residential, retail, office, industrial, and mixed-use projects.144 The Project
is located in an urban infill location and is a mixed-use development that would

139CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010.
140CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010.
141CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010, page 59.

142Gibson Transportation Consulting, Inc., Transportation Assessment for the 656 San Vicente
Medical Office Project, November 2020.

143SCAG, Connect SoCal: 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy, September 2020, page 46.

144CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010, pages 155-158.
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provide medical office and retail-commercial uses;4> therefore, this
characteristic applies to the Project. The Project would increase the job density
on the Project Site from approximately 63 jobs per acre (i.e., 48 existing jobs
on 0.76 acres) to approximately 808 jobs per acre (i.e., 614 Project jobs on
0.76 acres). This land use characteristic is included as a land use strategy in
SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS that supports a relative reduction in trips and
VMT and associated air pollutant emissions and promotes sustainable growth,
as compared to the air basin averages based on the default CalEEMod
assumptions.146

e CAPCOA LUT-2: Location Efficiency: Location efficiency describes the
location of a project relative to the type of urban landscape such as an Urban
area, Compact Infill, or Suburban Center. In general, compared to the
Statewide average, a project could realize VMT reductions up to 65 percent in
an Urban area, up to 30 percent in a Compact Infill area, or up to 10 percent in
a Suburban Center for land use/location strategies.14? This characteristic
corresponds to CAPCOA guidance strategy LUT-2, in which the relative
reduction in VMT applies to Urban and Suburban settings for residential, retail,
office, industrial, and mixed-use projects.148 The Project is located in an urban
infill location within an identified HQTA and is a mixed-use development that
provides medical office and retail-commercial uses; therefore, this
characteristic applies to the Project. Factors that contribute to VMT reductions
under this characteristic include the geographic regional location of a project.
The Project Site represents an urban infill development where it is located
within an active urban center with many existing off-site commercial and
residential buildings. The Project Site is served by existing and future public
transportation located within 0.5 mile, including four existing Metro bus routes
(30/330, 20/720, 728 and 105/705) and one AVTA bus route (786), and the

145CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010, pages 59-60. The
Project area meets the characteristics for an urban setting with respect to typical building
heights of six stories or much higher, grid street pattern, minimal setbacks, constrained parking,
high parking prices, location relative to regional cores (5 miles or less), and jobs/housing
balance, where the Wilshire Community Plan Area 2019 jobs/housing ratio was approximately
1.3 (168,307 jobs/127,189 housing units).

146SCAG, Connect SoCal: 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy, September 2020, pages 50-51.

147 calEEMod, by default, assumes that trip distances in the Air Basin are slightly longer than the
Statewide average. This is due to the fact that commute patterns in the Air Basin involve a
substantial portion of the population commuting relatively far distances, which is documented
in SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS. The 2020-2045 RTP/SCS shows that, even under future Plan
conditions, upwards of 58 percent of all work trips would be 10 miles or longer (SCAG,
Performance Measures Appendix, page 17). The 2020-2045 RTP/SCS does not specify the
current percentage of work trips greater than 10 miles in the region, but it can be assumed that
the percentage is currently greater than 58 percent because the goal of the RTP/SCS is to
reduce overall per capita VMT in the region. It is thus reasonable to assume that the trip
distances in Air Basin are analogous to the Statewide average given that the default model trip
distances in the Air Basin are slightly longer but still generally similar to the Statewide average.
Therefore, projects could achieve similar levels of VMT reduction (65 percent in an urban area,
30 percent in a compact infill area, or 10 percent for a suburban center) compared to the Air
Basin average.

148CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010, pages 159-161.
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future Wilshire/La Cienega Metro D (Purple) Line Station, which is currently
under construction and is anticipated to be operational in 2023.149 The future
Wilshire/La Cienega Metro D (Purple) Line Station, which is anticipated to be
completed in 2023 at the corner of Wilshire Boulevard and La Cienega
Boulevard, would be approximately 1,500 feet to the west of the Project Site.
The location efficiency of the Project Site would result in synergistic benefits
that would support a relative reduction in vehicle trips and VMT and would
result in corresponding reductions in transportation-related emissions, as
compared to the air basin averages based on the default CalEEMod
assumptions. This land use characteristic is included as a land use strategy in
SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS for supporting a relative reduction in trips and
VMT, and associated air pollutant emissions, and promoting sustainable
growth, as compared to the air basin averages based on the default CalEEMod
assumptions.150

e CAPCOA LUT-3: Increase Land Use Diversity and Mixed-Uses: Locating
different types of land uses near one another can decrease VMT because trips
between land use types are shorter, one does not need to travel outside of the
neighborhood to meet his/her trip needs, and trips could be accommodated by
alternative modes of transportation, such as public transit, bicycles, and
walking. This characteristic corresponds to CAPCOA guidance strategy LUT-
3, in which the relative reduction in VMT applies to Urban and Suburban
settings (also potentially for rural master-planned communities) for mixed-use
projects.151 The Project is located in an Urban Infill location within an identified
HQTA and is mixed-use; therefore, this characteristic applies to the Project.
According to the CAPCOA guidance, factors that contribute to VMT reductions
under this characteristic include the percentage of each land use type in the
project. The Project would co-locate complementary medical office, retail, and
other commercial land uses in close to proximity to existing off-site
commercial/retail, office/medical-office, and residential uses. The increases in
land use diversity and mix of uses on the Project Site would support a relative
reduction in vehicle trips and VMT by encouraging walking and non-automotive
forms of transportation, which would result in corresponding reductions in
transportation-related emissions, as compared to the air basin averages based
on the default CalEEMod assumptions.

e CAPCOA LUT-4: Increase Destination Accessibility: This characteristic
corresponds to CAPCOA guidance strategy LUT-4, the reduction in VMT
applies to urban and suburban settings for residential, retail, office, industrial,
and mixed-use projects.152 The Project is located in an urban infill location
within an identified HQTA and is a mixed-use development; therefore, this

149 \Metro, Metro Purple Line Extension FAQS, https://www.metro.net/projects/westside/, accessed
April 29, 2020.

150SCAG, Connect SoCal: 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy, September 2020, pages 51-52.

151CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010, pages 162-166.
152CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010, pages 167-170.
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characteristic applies to the Project. According to the CAPCOA guidance,
factors that contribute to VMT reductions under this characteristic include the
distance to downtown or major job center. The Project would be located in an
area that offers access to multiple other nearby destinations including existing
off-site restaurant, office, retail, entertainment, and residential uses. The
Project Site is also located near other job centers in the region. Ready access
to multiple destinations in close proximity to the Project Site would support a
relative reduction in vehicle trips and VMT and encourage walking and non-
automotive forms of transportation, and result in corresponding reductions in
transportation-related emissions, as compared to the air basin averages based
on the default CalEEMod assumptions. This land use characteristic is included
as a land use strategy in SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS for reducing trips and
VMT, and associated air pollutant emissions, and promoting sustainable
growth.153

e CAPCOA LUT-5: Increase Transit Accessibility: Locating a project with high
density near transit facilitates the use of transit by people traveling to or from
the project. This characteristic corresponds to CAPCOA guidance strategy
LUT-5, in which, the relative reduction in VMT applies to Urban and Suburban
settings (also potentially for Rural settings adjacent to a commuter rail station
with convenient access to a major employment center) for residential, retail,
office, industrial, and mixed-use projects.154 The Project is located in an urban
infill location within an identified HQTA and is a mixed-use development;
therefore, this characteristic applies to the Project. According to the CAPCOA
guidance, factors that contribute to VMT reductions under this characteristic
include the distance to transit stations near the project. The Project would be
located within 0.5 mile of public transportation, including four existing Metro bus
routes (30/330, 20/720, 728 and 105/705) and one AVTA bus route (786), and
within 1,500 feet of the future Wilshire/La Cienega Metro D (Purple) Line
Station. The closest Metro bus stop is located at the intersection of South San
Vicente Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard, approximately 200 feet southeast
of the Project Site. The closest existing Metro light rail station is a walking
distance of approximately 3.5 miles from the Project Site; however, the future
Wilshire/La Cienega Metro D (Purple) Line Station in 2023 at the corner of
Wilshire Boulevard and La Cienega Boulevard, would be approximately 1,500
feet to the west of the Project Site. This new transit infrastructure will increase
the available transit access for transit riders to utilize from the Project Site. The
Project would provide access to on-site uses from existing pedestrian pathways
along San Vicente Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard. The Project would also
provide 716 on-site bicycle parking spaces for short-term and long-term use to
encourage utilization of alternative modes of transportation. The increased
transit accessibility would reduce vehicle trips and VMT versus the Statewide

153SCAG, 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy, May
2020, pages 50-51.

154CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010, pages 171-175.
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and Air Basin averages, encourage walking and non-automotive forms of
transportation, and would result in corresponding reductions in transportation-
related emissions. This land use characteristic is included as a land use
strategy in SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS for reducing trips and VMT, and
associated air pollutant emissions, and promoting sustainable growth.155

e CAPCOA LUT-9: Improve Design of Development: Improved street network
characteristics within a neighborhood enhances walkability and connectivity.
Characteristics include street accessibility usually measured in terms of
number of intersections (e.g., 4-way intersections) per square mile. This
measure corresponds to CAPCOA guidance measure LUT-9, in which the
relative reduction in VMT applies to Urban and Suburban settings for
residential, retail, office, industrial, and mixed-use projects.156 The Project is
located in an urban infill location and is mixed-use; therefore, this measure
applies to the Project. The Project would be located in a highly street-
accessible area with approximately 42 four-way intersections within a 1-mile
radius of the Project Site, which exceeds the standard intersection density
assumed in baseline VMT modeling. The increased intersection density would
support a relative reduction in vehicle trips and VMT, encourage walking and
non-automotive forms of transportation, and would support a relative reduction
in corresponding transportation-related emissions, as compared to the air basin
averages based on the default CalEEMod assumptions.

e CAPCOA SDT-1: Provide Pedestrian Network Improvements: Providing
pedestrian access that minimizes barriers and links the Project Site with existing
or planned external streets encourages people to walk instead of drive. This
characteristic corresponds to CAPCOA guidance strategy SDT-1, in which the
reduction in relative VMT applies to Urban, Suburban, and Rural settings for
residential, retail, office, industrial, and mixed-use projects.157 The Project is
located in an urban infill location within an identified HQTA and is a mixed-use
development; therefore, this characteristic applies to the Project. According to
the CAPCOA guidance, factors that contribute to relative VMT reductions under
this characteristic include pedestrian access connectivity within the project and
to/from off-site destinations. As discussed in Chapter I, Project Description,
pedestrian access to the Project Site from surrounding neighborhoods to the
retail-commercial uses would be from the Sweetzer Avenue and South San
Vicente Boulevard street frontages. Access to the office uses would be from the
ground level lobby for the office building along South San Vicente Boulevard and
from the parking levels via internal stairs and elevators. In summary, the Project
would provide an internal pedestrian network for Project visitors and employees
that links to the existing off-site pedestrian network, including existing off-site
sidewalks, supports a relative, small reduction in VMT and associated
transportation-related emissions, as compared to the air basin averages based

155SCAG, Connect SoCal: 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy, September 2020, pages 50-51.

156 CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010, pages 182-185.
157CAPCOA, Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, August 2010, pages 186-189.
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on the default CalEEMod assumptions. This land use characteristic is included
as a land use strategy in SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS for supporting a relative
reduction in trips and VMT, and associated air pollutant emissions, and
promoting sustainable growth, as compared to the air basin averages based on
the default CalEEMod assumptions.158

By locating the Project’s proposed medical office and retail uses within an area
that has existing high quality public transit (with access to existing regional bus
and future rail service), employment opportunities, restaurants and entertainment,
all within walking distance, and by including features that support and encourage
pedestrian activity and other non-vehicular transportation and increased transit
use in the Wilshire Community Plan area, the Project would reduce vehicle trips
and VMT, and resulting air pollution and GHG emissions. Therefore, by developing
a land use pattern that promotes sustainability, the Project’s characteristics
developed at its location would achieve many of the objectives of SCAG’s 2020-
2045 RTP/SCS.

As discussed in the above analysis and in Table IV.E-5, Consistency with
Applicable SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS Actions and Strategies, the Project
would be consistent with and support the goals and benefits of the 2020-2045
RTP/SCS that are potentially applicable to the Project. As a result, the Project
would be consistent with, and would not conflict with, applicable 2020-2045
RTP/SCS actions and strategies to reduce GHG emissions.

TABLE IV.E-5
CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES

Responsible
Actions and Strategies Party(ies) Consistency Analysis

Land Use Actions and Strategies

Encourage the use of range-limited Local No Conflict. This action applies to local

battery electric and other alternative Jurisdictions, jurisdictions, COGs, SCAG and County

fueled vehicles through policies and COGs, Transportation Commissions (CTCs). While the
programs, such as, but not limited to, SCAG, CTCs use of alternative-fueled vehicles is beyond the
neighborhood oriented development, direct control or influence of the Project, the
complete streets, and Electric (and other Project would encourage the use of alternative-
alternative fuel) Vehicle Supply fueled vehicles by designating a minimum of eight
Equipment in public parking lots. percent of on-site parking for carpool and/or

alternative-fueled vehicles. In addition, the Project
design provides for the installation of the conduit
and panel capacity to accommodate future EVSE
into a minimum of 30 percent of the parking
spaces, with 10 percent of the Code-required
spaces further improved with electric vehicle
charging stations.

158SCAG, Connect SoCal: 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy, September 2020, pages 51-52.
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TABLE IV.E-5
CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES

Actions and Strategies

Responsible
Party(ies)

Consistency Analysis

Support projects, programs, and policies
that support active and healthy
community environments that encourage
safe walking, bicycling, and physical
activity by children, including, but not
limited to development of complete
streets, school siting policies, joint use
agreements, and bicycle and pedestrian
safety education.

Update local zoning codes, General
Plans, and other regulatory policies to
promote a more balanced mix of
residential, commercial, industrial,
recreational and institutional uses
located to provide options and to
contribute to the resiliency and vitality of
neighborhoods and districts.

Local
Jurisdictions,
SCAG

Local
Jurisdictions

No Conflict. While this action applies to local
jurisdictions and SCAG, the Project would
facilitate pedestrian and bicycle movements by
providing convenient access to and from on-site
uses. Pedestrian access to the retail-commercial
uses would be from the Sweetzer Avenue and
South San Vicente Boulevard street frontages.
Access to the office uses would be from the
ground level lobby for the office building along
South San Vicente Boulevard and from the
parking levels via internal stairs and elevators.
The Project would locate office, retail and
restaurant uses on an infill Project Site located
within a highly-walkable area of the Wilshire
Community Plan area that has public transit (with
access to existing regional and local bus service),
and employment opportunities, restaurants and
entertainment all within walking or bicycling
distance. The Project would also provide 716
bicycle parking spaces onsite to encourage
utilization of alternative modes of transportation
area.

No Conflict. While this action applies to local
jurisdictions, the Project would support this
action/strategy by creating a mixed-use
commercial-retail infill development comprising
complementary uses that offer employment and
other community-serving opportunities. The
Project supports the development of complete
communities by: co-locating complementary
medical office, retail, and restaurant land uses on
an infill Project Site that is in close proximity to
existing off-site commercial and residential uses;
being located within 0.25 miles of off-site
commercial and residential uses; and being
located within an identified HQTA in a highly
walkable area served by frequent and
comprehensive transit within a 0.5 mile of the
Project Site. The Project would redevelop a low-
production and low job-generating educational
and low-density commercial use, and generate
new high quality employment opportunities
associated with the commercial uses and offers
benefits, such as healthcare and retail/commercial
services to nearby residents that the existing
educational and commercial uses did not. The
Project would provide a range of high-quality
employment opportunities in the Wilshire
Community Plan area. The change from low-
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TABLE IV.E-5
CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES

Responsible

Actions and Strategies Party(ies) Consistency Analysis
density educational and commercial uses to
mixed-use, high-density commercial projects that
is occurring within the Wilshire Community Plan
Area, would support the applicable plans and
goals to revive properties within.

Support projects, programs, policies and  Local No Conflict. While this action applies to local

regulations that encourage the Jurisdictions, jurisdictions and SCAG, the Project supports the

development of complete communities, SCAG development of complete communities by

which includes a diversity of housing providing the community with a diversity of

choices and educational opportunities, services and jobs by co-locating complementary

jobs for a variety of skills and education, medical office, retail, and restaurant land uses on

recreation and culture, and a full-range a Project Site that is within 0.25 miles of existing

of shopping, entertainment and services off-site commercial and residential uses ; and

all within a relatively short distance. being located within an identified HQTA in a
highly walkable area served by frequent and
comprehensive transit within 0.5 miles of the
Project Site. The increases in land use density on
the Project Site would reduce vehicle trips and
VMT by encouraging walking and non-automotive
forms of transportation, which would result in
corresponding reductions in transportation-related
emissions.

Pursue joint development opportunities Local No Conflict. While this action applies to local

to encourage the development of Jurisdictions, jurisdictions and CTCs, the Project is a mixed-use

housing and-mixed use projects around CTCs commercial development on an infill site located

existing and planned rail stations or
along high-frequency bus corridors, in
transit-oriented development areas, and
in neighborhood-serving commercial
areas.

within an identified HQTA and located within 0.5
miles of existing and potential future planned public
transportation. The Project would provide access to
on-site uses from existing pedestrian pathways.
The Project would be located within 0.5 miles of
public transportation, including four existing Metro
bus routes (30/330, 20/720, 728 and 105/705) and
one AVTA bus route (786), and within 1,500 feet of
the future Wilshire/La Cienega Metro D (Purple)
Line Station. The closest Metro bus stop is located
at the intersection of South San Vicente Boulevard
and Wilshire Boulevard, approximately 200 feet
southeast of the Project Site. The closest existing
Metro light rail station is approximately 3.5 miles
from the Project Site; however, the future
Wilshire/La Cienega Metro D (Purple) Line Station
in 2023 at the corner of Wilshire Boulevard and La
Cienega Boulevard, would be approximately 1,500
feet to the west of the Project Site. This new transit
infrastructure will increase the available transit
access for transit riders to utilize from the Project
Site. Additionally, the Project would co-locate its
complementary medical office, retail, and
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TABLE IV.E-5
CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES

Responsible

Actions and Strategies Party(ies)

Consistency Analysis

Create incentives for local jurisdictions State, SCAG
and agencies that support land use
policies and housing options that

achieve the goals of SB 375.

restaurant land uses, which are in proximity to
existing off-site commercial and residential uses.

No Conflict. While this action applies to the State
and SCAG, the Project would be consistent with
and would not conflict with the goals of SB 375,
including the goal to reduce VMT and the
corresponding emission of GHGs through infill
development. The Project is a dense mixed-use
commercial development located on an urban infill
Project Site within an identified HQTA. The
Project co-locates its complementary medical
office, retail, and restaurant land uses, which are
in proximity to existing off-site commercial and
residential uses. The Project is also located in a
highly walkable area served by frequent and
comprehensive transit within 0.5 miles of the
Project Site. The increases in land use intensity
and diversity and mix of uses on the Project Site
would reduce vehicle trips and VMT by
encouraging walking and non-automotive forms of
transportation, which would result in
corresponding reductions in transportation-related
emissions.

Transportation Network Actions and Strategies

Collaborate with local jurisdictions to
plan and develop residential and
employment development around
current and planned transit stations and
neighborhood commercial centers.

SCAG,
CTCs, Local
Jurisdictions

No Conflict. While this action applies to local
jurisdictions, SCAG and CTCs, the Project’s
mixed-use development would intensify
development in an area directly served by four
existing Metro bus routes (30/330, 20/720, 728
and 105/705) and one AVTA bus route (786). The
closest Metro bus stop is located at the
intersection of South San Vicente Boulevard and
Wilshire Boulevard, approximately 200 feet
southeast of the Project Site. The closest existing
Metro light rail station is a walking distance of
approximately 3.5 miles from the Project Site;
however, entrances to the future Wilshire/La
Cienega Metro D (Purple) Line Station would be
within 1,500 feet of the Project Site. Furthermore,
the Project would provide its high-density medical
office, retail, and restaurant uses in an area with
pedestrian access to a large range of existing
entertainment and commercial uses opportunities.
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TABLE IV.E-5
CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES

Responsible

Actions and Strategies Party(ies) Consistency Analysis
Encourage transit fare discounts and Local No Conflict. While this action applies to local
local vendor product and service Jurisdictions  jurisdictions and CTCs, the Project’s land use

discounts for residents and employees of
TOD/HQTAs or for a jurisdiction’s local
residents in general who have fare
media.

characteristics, including its Increased Transit
Accessibility, would encourage increased use of
transit. Additionally, the Project's TDM Program,
as provided in Project Design Feature TRAF-
PDF-1 in Section IV.l, Transportation, of this
Draft EIR, would include a variety of measures
that would promote transit use by visitors and
employees through incentives, including transit
fare discounts and a ride-sharing program. Refer
to Section IV.l, Transportation, of this Draft EIR,
for information regarding the TDM Program.

Transportation Demand Management (TDM) Actions and Strategies

Support work-based programs that SCAG, Local
encourage emission reduction strategies  Jurisdictions
and incentivize active transportation

commuting or ride-share modes.

Encourage the development of Local
telecommuting programs by employers Jurisdictions,
through review and revision of policies CTCs

that may discourage alternative work

options.

No Conflict. While this action applies to local
jurisdictions and SCAG, the Project is proposed
on an infill location, would incorporate pedestrian
pathways that connect to the existing sidewalk
network, and would provide bicycle parking
spaces and facilities, which would encourage
active transportation such as walking and biking.
The Project would improve pedestrian
connectivity to and the pedestrian experience in
the surrounding by providing pedestrian access to
existing off-site residential, office, retail, and
restaurant by providing convenient access to and
from on-site uses. Additionally, the Project’'s TDM
Program, as provided in Project Design Feature
TRAF-PDF-1 in Section IV.l, Transportation, of
this Draft EIR, would include a variety of
measures that would promote transit use by
visitors and employees through incentives,
including transit fare discounts and a ride-sharing
program. Refer to Section IV.l, Transportation,
of this Draft EIR, for information regarding the
TDM Program.

No Conflict. While this action applies to local
jurisdictions and CTCs, the telecommuting
programs for the Project’s uses will depend on the
office tenants that occupy those uses. Thus, the
Project would not impact or conflict with the City’s
ability to encourage telecommuting.

656 South San Vicente Medical Office Project
Draft Environmental Impact Report
IV.E-68

City of Los Angeles
June 2021



IV.E Greenhouse Gas Emissions

TABLE IV.E-5
CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES

Responsible
Actions and Strategies Party(ies) Consistency Analysis

Clean Vehicle Technology Actions and Strategies

Support subregional strategies to SCAG, Local No Conflict. While this action applies to local
develop infrastructure and supportive Jurisdictions  jurisdictions and SCAG, the Project would not
land uses to accelerate fleet conversion interfere with the City’s or SCAG’s ability to

to electric or other near zero-emission encourage the use of alternative-fueled vehicles
technologies. The activities committed in through various policies and programs.

the two subregions (Western Riverside Specifically, the Project would support a land use
COG and South Bay Cities COG) are put pattern that provides increased opportunities to
forward as best practices that others can use alternative transportation modes.

adopt in the future.

SOURCE: ESA, 2020.

(i)  L.A.’s Green New Deal (Sustainability pLAn 2019)

The significance of the Project's GHG emissions is next evaluated based on
whether they would be generated in connection with a design that is consistent
with and would not conflict with relevant City goals and actions designed to
encourage development that results in the efficient use of public and private
resources. One such set of goals and actions is contained in the Mayor’s Green
New Deal. While not a plan adopted solely to reduce GHG emissions, within the
Green New Deal, climate mitigation is one of eight explicit benefits that help define
its strategies and goals. Table IV.E-6, Comparison of Project Characteristics
to Applicable City of Los Angeles Green New Deal GHG Emissions Goals
and Actions, contains a list of GHG emission-reducing strategies applicable to the
Project. The analysis describes the consistency of the Project with these GHG
emissions-reduction goals and actions. As discussed in Table IV.E-6, the Project
would be consistent with and would not conflict with the applicable goals and
actions of these plans. In addition, as discussed below, the Project would also
result in GHG reductions beyond those specified by the City and would minimize
its GHG emissions by incorporating energy efficient design features and VMT
reduction characteristics. Therefore, as the Project's GHG emissions would be
generated in connection with a development located and designed to be consistent
with the applicable City plan goals and actions for reducing GHG emissions, the
Project would not conflict with these City plans adopted for the purpose of reducing
GHG emissions, and the Projects GHG emissions would result in less than
significant impacts.

As this analysis demonstrates, the Project would be consistent with and would
support goals and targets of the Green New Deal.
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Los Angeles Green Building Code

(iv)
The Project would comply with the Los Angeles Green Building Code’s intent to
reduce GHG emissions by complying with energy-efficiency requirements,
incorporating water efficiency measures Code, installing energy-efficient
appliances and equipment, and complying with the 2019 California Title 24
Building Energy Efficiency Standards, as amended by the City. The Project would
be designed to optimize energy performance and reduce building energy cost for
new construction, which would meet the minimum building energy performance
standards of the Los Angeles Green Building Code. The Project would also fulfill
the mandatory requirements of the CALGreen Code as amended by the City by
incorporating strategies such as low-flow toilets, low-flow faucets, low-flow
showers, and other energy and resource conservation measures. The HVAC
system would be sized and designed in compliance with the CALGreen Code to
maximize energy efficiency caused by heat loss and heat gain. Therefore, the

Project would be consistent with the Los Angeles Green Building Code.

TABLE IV.E-6

COMPARISON OF PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS TO APPLICABLE CITY OF LOS
ANGELES GREEN NEW DEAL GHG EMISSIONS GOALS AND ACTIONS

Target

Project Consistency

Chapter 3: Local Water

Reduce potable water use per
capita by 22.5 percent by 2025; 25
percent by 2035; and maintain or
reduce 2035 per capita water use
through 2050.

While this action primarily applies to the City and LADWP
and not to individual projects, the Project design
incorporates water efficiency measures via compliance
with the City’s requirements and the CALGreen Code.

Chapter 4: Clean and Healthy
Buildings

Reduce building energy use per
square feet for all building types 22
percent by 2025; 34 percent by
2035; and 44 percent by 2050 (from
a baseline of 68 mBTU/square feet
in 2015).

While this action applies to City departments and not to
private development, the Project is designed and would
operate to meet or exceed the applicable requirements of
the CALGreen Code and the Los Angeles Green Building
Code.

All new buildings will be net zero
carbon by 2030 and 100 percent of
buildings will be net zero carbon by
2050.

While this action primarily applies to the City, the Project
would comply with the State’s and City’s requirements
that are designed to reduce GHG emissions over time,
including the Los Angeles Green Building Code, Title 24,
and other increasingly stringent energy conservation
programs. In addition, The Project would help the City
move toward a net zero carbon future.

656 South San Vicente Medical Office Project
Draft Environmental Impact Report

City of Los Angeles
June 2021
IV.E-70



IV.E Greenhouse Gas Emissions

TABLE IV.E-6

COMPARISON OF PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS TO APPLICABLE CITY OF LOS
ANGELES GREEN NEW DEAL GHG EMISSIONS GOALS AND ACTIONS

Target

Project Consistency

Chapter 6: Mobility & Public
Transit

Increase the percentage of all trips
made by walking, biking, micro-
mobility/matched rides or transit to
at least 35 percent by 2025, 50
percent by 2035, and maintain at
least 50 percent by 2050.

While this action applies primarily to the City, the Project
would encourage the use of transit by being served by
existing and future public transportation located within
0.5 miles, including four existing Metro bus routes
(30/330, 20/720, 728 and 105/705) and on AVTA bus
route (786), and the future Wilshire/La Cienega Metro D
(Purple) Line Station, which is currently under
construction and is anticipated to be operational in 2023.
The Project would encourage walking by being designed
to be accessible by locating complementary medical
office, retail and restaurant uses on an infill Project Site
located within a highly-walkable area of the Wilshire
Community Plan area that has public transit (with access
to existing regional and local bus service), and
employment opportunities, restaurants and
entertainment all within walking or bicycling distance. The
Project would encourage bicycling by providing 716
bicycle parking spaces on-site to encourage utilization of
alternative modes of transportation.

Reduce VMT per capita by at least
13 percent by 2025; 39 percent by
2035; and 45 percent by 2050.

While this action applies to the City and not to individual
projects, as indicated in the VMT analysis in Section
IV.l, Transportation, of this Draft EIR, the results of the
analysis show that with the Project, the employee VMT
per capita would be 7.5 compared to the threshold of
7.6. Therefore, the Project would not cause significant
VMT impacts.

Chapter 7: Zero Emission
Vehicles

Increase the percentage of electric
and zero emission vehicles in the
city to 25 percent by 2025; 80
percent by 2035; and 100 percent
by 2050.

While this action applies to the City and not to individual
projects, the Project would encourage the use of EV by
providing parking spaces capable of supporting EVSE
as required in by the City for a minimum of 30 percent of
the Code-required parking spaces, with 10 percent of
the Code-required spaces further improved with electric
vehicle charging stations.

Chapter 9: Waste & Resource
Recovery

Increase landfill diversion rate to 90
percent by 2025; 95 percent by
2035 and 100 percent by 2050.

While this action applies to the City and not to individual
projects, the Project would be served by a solid waste
collection and recycling service that may include mixed
waste processing, and that yields waste diversion results
comparable to source separation and consistent with and
would not conflict with Citywide recycling targets.
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TABLE IV.E-6

COMPARISON OF PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS TO APPLICABLE CITY OF LOS
ANGELES GREEN NEW DEAL GHG EMISSIONS GOALS AND ACTIONS

Target

Project Consistency

Reduce municipal solid waste
generation per capita by at least 15
percent by 2030, including phasing
out single-use plastics by 2028
(from a baseline of 17.85 Ibs. of
waste generated per capita per day
in 2011).

While this action applies to the City and not to individual
projects, the Project would be served by a solid waste
collection and recycling service which would participate
in City trash services, including separating trash from
recycling through the use of blue and green recycling
bins provided by the LA Sanitation Department.

Eliminate organic waste going to
landfill by 2028.

While this action applies to City, the Project, which
consists of a mixed-use development, would support this
by participating in City trash services, including the
participation in the organic waste recycling program.

Chapter 11: Urban Ecosystems &
Resilience

Reduce urban/rural temperature
differential by at least 1.7 degrees
by 2025; and 4degrees by 2035.

As noted in Chapter Il, Project Description, of this Draft
EIR, Floors 6 through 10 would include small terraced
landscaped patios that would be provided overlooking
South San Vicente Boulevard that would be exclusively
used by the building tenants. The terraced landscaped
areas on Floors 6 through 10 would serve as partial green
roofs that would serve to help cool the building, and
would include sustainable paving materials that would
minimize the urban heat island effect.

SOURCE: City of Los Angeles, L.A.’s Green New Deal (Sustainable City pLAn 2019), 2019; ESA, 2020.

(v)

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Project’s consistency with applicable GHG reduction plans and
policies plan as presented in the discussions above and in Table IV.E-4, Table
IV.E-5, and Table IV.E-6 demonstrate that the Project is consistent with regulations
and policies and comply with or exceed the regulations and reduction
actions/strategies outlined in the 2017 Scoping Plan, 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, the
City’s Green New Deal, and the Los Angeles Green Building Code. As such, the
Project would not conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or regulation of
an agency adopted for the purpose of reducing emissions of GHGs.
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

(b) Greenhouse Gas Emissions

() Construction Emissions

The emissions of GHGs associated with construction of the Project were
calculated for each year of construction activity using CalEEMod. Results of the
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GHG emissions calculations are presented on Table IV.E-7, Estimated
Unmitigated Construction Greenhouse Gas Emissions. The GHG emissions
shown in Table IV.E-7 are based on construction equipment operating
continuously throughout the work day. In reality, construction equipment tends to
operate periodically or cyclically throughout the work day. Therefore, the GHG
emissions shown reflect a conservative estimate.

SCAQMD recommends that construction-related GHG emissions be amortized
over a project’s 30-year lifetime in order to include these emissions as part of a
project’s annualized lifetime total emissions, so that GHG reduction measures will
address construction GHG emissions as part of a project’s overall GHG reduction
strategies. In accordance with this methodology, the estimated construction GHG
emissions have been amortized over a 30-year period and included in the
annualized operational GHG emissions.

TABLE IV.E-7
ESTIMATED UNMITIGATED CONSTRUCTION GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
Emission Source COse (Metric Tons) 2P
Off-Road 2021 1,130
Off-Road 2022 1,042
Off-Road 2023 861
Total Off-Road 3,033
Total On-Road 1,757
Total 4,790
Amortized Over 30 Years 160

@ Totals may not add up exactly due to rounding in the modeling calculations. Detailed emissions
calculations are provided in Appendix B of this Draft EIR.

b CO.e emissions are calculated using the global warming potential values from the IPCC ARA4.
SOURCE: ESA, 2020.

(i) Operational Emissions

The Project’s annual GHG emissions included emissions from operations and
construction calculated by CalEEMod. As previously described, construction GHG
emissions for the entire construction period were amortized over 30 years. The
Project must comply with the provisions of the Los Angeles Green Building Code
and State’s CALGreen Code/California Title 24 Building Energy Efficiency
requirements applicable to the Project, and meeting these requirements are
assumed in the quantitative analysis below and includes building energy demand
under the 2019 Title 24 standards.
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As explained above, the Project’s mobile source emissions are calculated using
the VMT from the Project Transportation Assessment prepared by Gibson
Transportation Consulting, Inc.15° The trip lengths are based on the location and
urbanization of the Project area. The Project's mobile source emissions are
calculated based on the Project's VMT, which accounts for trip reductions from
internal capture, existing public transportation options, and pass-by trips, and
incorporates Project Design Feature TRAF-PDF-1, the Project's TDM Program,
(refer to Section IV.l, Transportation, of this Draft EIR, for a discussion of the
transportation demand management features).

As discussed above, the Project Site’s land use characteristics and the Project’s
Transportation Assessment demonstrate that the Project's VMT would be reduced
compared to a standard non-infill project and based on its location efficiency. The
total VMT reduction taken due to the land use characteristics was 26 percent due
trip reductions from internal capture, existing public transportation options, and
pass-by trips.160.161 |n addition, the Project's Transportation Assessment
demonstrates that the Project’'s VMT would be further reduced by approximately
12 percent due to the Project’s TDM Program. Therefore, the total VMT reduction
taken due to the land use characteristics and the TDM Program combined is
approximately 38 percent.

Maximum annual net GHG emissions resulting from on-road mobile sources,
stationary sources (i.e., emergency generator, area sources (i.e., landscape
maintenance equipment), energy (i.e., electricity, natural gas), water conveyance
and wastewater treatment, and solid waste were calculated for the anticipated
Project operational year (2023). The Project’s total and net GHG emissions from
operation of the Project are shown in Table IV.E-8, Estimated Unmitigated
Operational Greenhouse Gas Emissions.

159Gibson Transportation Consulting, Inc., Transportation Assessment for the 656 San Vicente
Medical Office Project, November 2020.

160Gibson Transportation Consulting, Inc., Transportation Assessment for the 656 San Vicente
Medical Office Project, November 2020.

161The total Project trip and VMT reductions due to internal capture, existing public transportation
options, and pass-by trips were estimated based on using the total Project daily trip values and
average trip length from the LADOT VMT Calculator outputs for the Project, as provided in
Appendix D of the Transportation Assessment. The Project trips were multiplied by the
percentage of trips per land use based on the combined morning and afternoon peak hour trip
values to determine the number of daily trips per land use. Then, for each land use, the
reductions due to internal capture, existing public transportation options, and pass-by trips were
back calculated to account for each successive percentage reduction per land use type. To
avoid double county, reductions are not added together and the trip reductions for each
successive measure are applied only to the "remaining” trips after the reductions from the
previous measure have been deducted. The trip reductions across the land uses were then
totaled and multiplied by the average trip length to determine the total Project VMT reductions
due to internal capture, existing public transportation options, and pass-by trips for the Project.
These calculations are provided in Appendix B-2.
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TABLE IV.E-8
ESTIMATED UNMITIGATED OPERATIONAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

COse at Buildout Year (2023)
(Metric Tons per Year) @

Project Without GHG Project With GHG
Reduction Reduction
Characteristics, Characteristics,
Emissions Sources Features, and Measures  Features, and Measures
Mobile Sources 5,316 3,277
Emergency Generators 8 8
Area <1 <1
Electricity 782 656
Natural Gas 128 127
Water and Wastewater Treatment 92 83
Solid Waste 25 25
EV Charging Stations 79 69
Construction (Amortized) 160 160
Project Subtotal 6,590 4,405
Existing Site (refer to Table IV.E-3) 380 380
Net Total (Project minus Existing) 6,210 4,025

& Totals may not add up exactly due to rounding in the modeling calculations.
SOURCE: ESA, 2020.

As discussed previously, State, regional, and local GHG reduction plans and
policies, such as CARB’s Climate Change Scoping Plan, 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, and
L.A.’s Green New Deal would be applicable to the Project. These plans and policies
are intended to reduce GHG emissions in accordance with the goals of AB 32. In
order to evaluate the efficacy of the GHG reduction characteristics, features, and
measures that would be implemented as part of the Project as required by these
GHG reduction plans and policies, this analysis compares the Project's GHG
emissions to the emissions that would be generated by the Project without
implementation of GHG reduction characteristics, features, and measures. This
comparison is provided to evaluate the Project’s efficiency with respect to GHG
emissions but is not the threshold of significance used for impact analysis. The
analysis assumes the Project without implementation of GHG reduction
characteristics, features, and measures would incorporate the same land uses and
building square footage as the Project, and does not include certain VMT reductions
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from the Project’s Transportation Assessment which accounts for trip reductions
from internal capture, existing public transportation options, pass-by trips, or
reductions resulting from the Project’s TDM program.162

While other methodologies for calculating Project GHG reduction efficiencies exist,
a comparison of Project GHG reduction efforts compared to a Project without
Reduction Features scenario provides valuable information regarding the
efficiency of the Project's GHG reduction features and is presented here for
informational purposes only. This analysis compares the Project’s GHG emissions
to the emissions that would be generated by the Project in the absence of any
GHG reduction features. It is not a threshold of significance, and is not used as the
basis for any significance finding. Furthermore, this analysis is consistent with the
most current regulatory policies and GHG quantification methods; however, the
scientific, regulatory environment regarding GHG reduction, and CEQA
approaches for GHG analysis are constantly evolving and will continue to do so
into the future.

The quantification of GHG emissions that would be generated by the Project
without implementation of GHG reduction characteristics, features, and measures
is based on specific and defined circumstances in the context of relevant State
activities and mandates. The GHG emissions for the Project without Reduction
Features scenario are evaluated based on the specific and defined circumstances
that CARB relied on when it projected the State’s GHG emissions in the absence
of GHG reduction measures in the 2014 Scoping Plan and 2017 Scoping Plan.
Furthermore, the specific Project and Project Site characteristics as described in
the Project’s Transportation Assessment, including the Project being a multi-use
development, its close proximity to other off-site retail, restaurant, entertainment,
commercial, and job destinations, and being near existing public transportation
options.163 Project design features such as Project Design Feature TRAF-PDF-1
(TDM Program, refer to Section IV.l, Transportation, of this Draft EIR) are not
included as they encompass GHG reduction strategies and features that would be
consistent with State, regional, and local GHG reduction plans and policies or
would go above and beyond regulatory requirements. The emissions are estimated
using the CalEEMod software, and the model inputs are adjusted to account for
the specific and defined circumstances and described above. The analysis
assumes the Project without implementation of GHG reduction characteristics,
features, and measures and would incorporate the same land uses and building
square footage as the proposed Project. In addition, mobile emissions would not
incorporate certain VMT reductions from the Project’s Transportation Assessment
and the TDM trip reductions.

162Gibson Transportation Consulting, Inc., Transportation Assessment for the 656 San Vicente
Medical Office Project, November 2020.

163Gibson Transportation Consulting, Inc., Transportation Assessment for the 656 San Vicente
Medical Office Project, November 2020.
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When considering only the Project’s emissions, Table IV.E-8 show that the
Project’'s net operational emissions of 4,025 MTCO2e in 2023 would be
approximately 35 percent below the emissions that would be generated by the
Project without implementation of GHG reduction characteristics, features, and
measures. Thus, this analysis quantitatively demonstrates the efficiency of the
Project GHG reduction measures as set forth in the applicable GHG reduction
plans and policies. The 35 percent reduction in emissions for (i.e., Project scenario
and Project without Reduction Features scenario) is due to the following primary
factors:

e Reduction in vehicle trips and VMT associated with the Project’s land use
characteristics. As discussed above, based on the Project’s Transportation
Assessment and the CAPCOA guidance document, Project related reductions
in trip generation and VMT are expected due to the Project’s trip reductions
from internal capture, existing public transportation options, and pass-by trips,
as well as the Projects TDM Program. For the Project, these characteristics
account for approximately a 38 percent reduction in VMT and an approximately
33 percent reduction in total GHG emissions in the first operational year of
2023.

e Lower carbon intensity of electricity. Under the Renewables Portfolio
Standard, LADWP is required to reduce the carbon intensity of their electricity.
The carbon intensity of LADWP electricity is 758.8 Ibs/MWh for the Project
without implementation of GHG reduction characteristics, features, and
measures scenario. As discussed above, the future year CO2 emission factor
of 657.8 Ibs/IMWh, used for 2023, was scaled proportionately based on the
future year renewable energy targets of 44 percent by 2024, refer to Appendix
B for additional details).164 For the Project, these features account for
approximately a 16 percent reduction in electricity emissions and an
approximately two percent reduction in total GHG emissions in the first
operational year of 2023.

It is important to note that the total net Project emissions in Table IV.E-8 do not
reflect that Project operational-related GHG emissions would likely decline in future
years, as emissions reduction plans, policies and regulations at the State, regional,
and local level (including the 2017 Scoping Plan and 2020-2045 RTP/SCS,
discussed above) are achieved, and as the State’s Cap-and-Trade program is
continued. Emissions related to electricity would decline as utility providers,
including LADWP, meet their RPS obligations to provide electricity from 33 percent
renewable electricity sources by 2020, 60 percent by the end of 2030, and 100
percent by the end of 2045. Emissions from mobile sources would also decline in
future years as older vehicles are replaced with newer vehicles, resulting in a
greater percentage of the vehicle fleet meeting more stringent combustion

164 ADWP, 2017 Power Strategic Long-Term Resource Plan, December 2017.
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emissions standards, such as the model year 2017-2025 Pavley Phase Il
standards.

(i)  Post Buildout Emissions

Executive Orders S-3-05 and B-30-25 establish a goal to reduce GHG emissions
to 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050. This goal has not been codified by the
Legislature and CARB has not adopted a strategy or regulations to meet the 2050
goal. However, studies have shown that, in order to meet the 2050 goal,
aggressive technologies in the transportation and energy sectors, including
electrification and the decarbonization of fuel, will be required. In its original 2008
Scoping Plan, CARB acknowledged that the “measures needed to meet the 2050
goal are too far in the future to define in detail.”165 In the 2014 Scoping Plan, CARB
generally described the type of activities required to achieve the 2050 target:
‘energy demand reduction through efficiency and activity changes; large-scale
electrification of on-road vehicles, buildings, and industrial machinery;
decarbonizing electricity and fuel supplies; and rapid market penetration of
efficiency and clean energy technologies that requires significant efforts to deploy
and scale markets for the cleanest technologies immediately.”166 The 2017
Scoping Plan recognizes that additional work is needed to achieve the more
stringent 2050 target: “While the Scoping Plan charts the path to achieving the
2030 GHG emissions reduction target, we also need momentum to propel us to
the 2050 Statewide GHG target (80 percent below 1990 levels). In developing this
Scoping Plan, we considered what policies are needed to meet our mid-term and
long-term goals.”167 For example, the 2017 Scoping Plan acknowledges that
“though Zero Net Carbon Buildings are not feasible at this time and more work
needs to be done in this area, they will be necessary to achieve the 2050 target.
To that end, work must begin now to review and evaluate research in this area,
establish a planning horizon for targets, and identify implementation
mechanisms.”168

e Energy Sector: Continued improvements in California’s lighting, appliance,
and building energy efficiency programs and initiatives, such as the State’s
building energy efficiency standards and zero net energy building goals, would
serve to reduce the Project's emissions level.169 Additionally, further
technological improvements and additions to California’s renewable resource
portfolio would favorably influence the Project’'s emissions level.170

165CARB, Climate Change Scoping Plan, December 2008, page 117.

166 CARB, First Update to the Climate Change Scoping Plan, May 2014, page 32.

167CcARB, California’s 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan, November 2017.

168CARB, California’s 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan, November 2017.

169CARB, First Update to the Climate Change Scoping Plan, May 2014, pages 37-39 and 85.
170CARB, First Update to the Climate Change Scoping Plan, May 2014, pages 40-41.
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e Transportation Sector: Anticipated deployment of improved vehicle
efficiency, zero emission technologies, lower carbon fuels, and improvement of
existing transportation systems all will serve to reduce the Project’s emissions
level.171

e Water Sector: The Project’s emissions level will be reduced as a result of
further enhancements to water conservation technologies.172

e Waste Management Sector: Plans to further improve recycling, reuse, and
reduction of solid waste will beneficially reduce the Project’s emissions level.173

The Project's GHG analysis was prepared after thorough investigation of feasible
methodologies to determine the potential GHG impacts associated with the
Project. Due to the technological shifts required and the unknown parameters of
the regulatory framework in 2050, quantitatively analyzing the Project’s impacts
relative to the 2050 goal is speculative for purposes of CEQA. Despite the thorough
investigation performed, due to the uncertainty regarding specific State and local
actions that will be implemented to achieve the 2050 GHG emission reduction
targets, calculating Project emissions levels for 2050 would be highly speculative.
Nonetheless, Statewide efforts are underway to facilitate the State’s achievement
of those goals and it is reasonable to expect the Project’s emissions level to decline
as the regulatory initiatives identified by CARB in the 2017 Scoping Plan are
implemented, and other technological innovations occur. Stated differently, the
Project’s emissions total at buildout represents the maximum emissions inventory
for the Project as California’s emissions sources are being regulated (and
foreseeably expected to continue to be regulated in the future) in furtherance of
the State’s environmental policy objectives. As such, given the reasonably
anticipated decline in Project emissions once fully constructed and operational, the
Project would be consistent with the Executive Orders’ goals.

(iv)  Conclusion

As set forth above, the Project would generate incrementally increased GHG
emissions over existing conditions. However, even a very large individual project
would not generate enough GHG emissions on its own to significantly influence
global climate change. Moreover, as also discussed above, the Project would be
consistent with the 2017 Scoping Plan, 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, the City’'s Green
New Deal, and Los Angeles Green Building Code. The Project’s consistency with
these applicable regulatory plans and policies to reduce GHG emissions, along
with implementation of transportation related project design features as discussed
in this Draft EIR, in Subsection IV.E.3.c), Project Design Features, would serve
to reduce the Project’'s GHG emissions. In summary, the plan consistency analysis
provided above demonstrates that the Project’s design features are consistent with

171CARB, First Update to the Climate Change Scoping Plan, May 2014, pages 55-56.
172CARB, First Update to the Climate Change Scoping Plan, May 2014, page 65.
173 CARB, First Update to the Climate Change Scoping Plan, May 2014, page 69.
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regulations and policies and comply with or exceed the regulations and reduction
actions/strategies outlined in the 2017 Scoping Plan, 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, L.A.’s
Green New Deal, and the Los Angeles Green Building Code.

Therefore, the Project would not conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or
regulation of an agency adopted for the purpose of reducing emissions of
GHGs. Therefore, impacts with regard to GHG emissions would be less than
significant.

(2) Mitigation Measures

Impacts regarding GHG emissions and conflicts with an applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of GHGs would be
less than significant. Therefore, no mitigation measures are required.

(3) Level of Significance After Mitigation

Impacts regarding GHG emissions and conflicts with an applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of GHGs were
determined to be less than significant without mitigation. Therefore, no mitigation
measures were required or included, and the impact level remains less than
significant.

e) Cumulative Impacts

(1) Impact Analysis

Although the Project is expected to emit GHGs, the emission of GHGs by a single
project into the atmosphere is not itself necessarily an adverse environmental
effect. Rather, it is the increased accumulation of GHG from more than one project
and many sources in the atmosphere that may result in global climate change. The
resultant consequences of that climate change can cause adverse environmental
effects. A project’'s GHG emissions typically would be very small in comparison to
state or global GHG emissions and, consequently, they would, in isolation, have
no significant direct impact on climate change. The State has mandated a goal of
reducing Statewide emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 and reducing Statewide
emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030, even though Statewide
population and commerce are predicted to continue to expand. In order to achieve
this goal, CARB is in the process of establishing and implementing regulations to
reduce Statewide GHG emissions. Currently, there are no applicable CARB,
SCAQMD, or City of Los Angeles significance thresholds or specific reduction
targets, and no approved policy or guidance to assist in determining significance
at the project or cumulative levels. Additionally, there is currently no generally
accepted methodology to determine whether GHG emissions associated with a
specific project represent new emissions or existing, displaced emissions.
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Therefore, consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064h(3), the City, as lead
agency, has determined that a project’s contribution to cumulative GHG emissions
and global climate change would be less than significant if the project is consistent
with the applicable regulatory plans and policies to reduce GHG emissions: AB 32
Climate Change Scoping Plan, SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, L.A.’s Green New
Deal, and the Los Angeles Green Building Code.174

Table IV.E-8 illustrates that implementation of the Project's regulatory
requirements and project design features, including State mandates, would
contribute to GHG reductions. These reductions represent a reduction from the
Project without Reduction Features scenario and support State goals for GHG
emissions reduction. The methods used to establish this relative reduction are
consistent with the approach used in CARB’s Climate Change Scoping Plan for
the implementation of AB 32.

The Project is consistent with the approach outlined in CARB’s Climate Change
Scoping Plan, particularly its emphasis on the identification of emission reduction
opportunities that promote economic growth while achieving greater energy
efficiency and accelerating the transition to a low-carbon economy. In addition, as
recommended by CARB’s Climate Change Scoping Plan, the Project would use
“green building” features as a framework for achieving GHG emissions reductions.

As part of SCAG’s 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, a reduction in VMT within the region is a
key component to achieving the 2035 GHG emission reduction targets established
by CARB. As discussed previously, the Project Site’s land use characteristics and
the Project’'s Transportation Assessment demonstrate that the Project’'s VMT
would be reduced compared to a standard non-infill project and based on its trip
reductions from internal capture, existing public transportation options, and pass-
by trips, and incorporation of the Project’'s TDM Program.

Additionally, the Project has incorporated sustainability design features in
accordance with regulatory requirements as provided throughout this Draft EIR
and project design features to reduce VMT and to reduce the Project’s potential
impact with respect to GHG emissions. With implementation of these features,
compared to the Project without Reduction Features scenario, these features

174 As indicated above, the CEQA Guidelines were amended in response to SB 97. In particular,
the CEQA Guidelines were amended to specify that compliance with a GHG emissions
reduction program renders a cumulative impact insignificant. Per CEQA Guidelines Section
15064(h)(3), a project’s incremental contribution to a cumulative impact can be found not
cumulatively considerable if the project will comply with an approved plan or mitigation program
that provides specific requirements that will avoid or substantially lessen the cumulative
problem within the geographic area of the project. To qualify, such a plan or program must be
specified in law or adopted by the public agency with jurisdiction over the affected resources
through a public review process to implement, interpret, or make specific the law enforced or
administered by the public agency. Examples of such programs include a “water quality control
plan, air quality attainment or maintenance plan, integrated waste management plan, habitat
conservation plan, natural community conservation plan, [and] plans or regulations for the
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.”
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account for approximately a 35 percent reduction in total GHG emissions in the
first operational year of 2023.

As discussed in Section IV.A, Air Quality, and in Section IV.F, Land Use and
Planning, of this Draft EIR, the Project would be consistent with applicable land
use policies of the City of Los Angeles and SCAG pertaining to air quality, including
reducing GHG emissions.

The Project also would comply with L.A.’s Green New Deal, as shown in Table
IV.E-6, which emphasizes improving energy conservation and energy efficiency,
increasing renewable energy generation, and changing transportation and land
use patterns to reduce auto dependence. The Project would also comply with the
Los Angeles Green Building Code, which emphasizes improving energy
conservation and energy efficiency, and increasing renewable energy generation.
The Project’s regulatory requirements and project design features provided above
and throughout this Draft EIR would advance these objectives. Furthermore, the
related projects would also be anticipated to comply with many of these same
emissions reduction goals and objectives (e.g., Los Angeles Green Building Code).

As discussed above, the Project is consistent with the applicable GHG reduction
plans and policies. The comparison of the Project’s emissions to a scenario without
GHG reduction features demonstrates the efficacy of the measures contained in
these policies. Moreover, while the Project is not directly subject to the Cap-and-
Trade Program, that Program would indirectly reduce the Project’'s GHG emissions
by regulating “covered entities” that affect the Project's GHG emissions, including
energy, mobile, and construction emissions. More importantly, the Cap-and-Trade
Program will backstop the GHG reduction plans and policies applicable to the
Project in that the Cap-and-Trade Program will be responsible for relatively more
emissions reductions if California’s direct regulatory measures reduce GHG
emissions less than expected. The Cap-and-Trade Program will ensure that the
GHG reduction targets of AB 32 and SB 32 are met.

The 2017 Scoping Plan demonstrates that the State’s existing and proposed
regulatory framework will allow the State to reduce its GHG emissions level to 40
percent below 1990 levels by 2030. Even though the 2017 Scoping Plan and
supporting documentation do not provide an exact regulatory and technological
roadmap to achieve the 2050 goal, they demonstrated that various combinations
of policies could allow the Statewide emissions level to remain very low through
2050, suggesting that the combination of new technologies and other regulations
not analyzed in the studies could allow the State to meet the 2050 target.
Subsequent to the findings of these studies, SB 32 was passed on September 8,
2016, which would require CARB to ensure that Statewide GHG are reduced to 40
percent below the 1990 emissions level by 2030. As discussed above, the new
plan, outlined in SB 32, involves increasing renewable energy use, imposing tighter
limits on the carbon content of gasoline and diesel fuel, putting more electric cars
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on the road, improving energy efficiency, and curbing emissions from key
industries.

Thus, given the Project’s consistency with State, SCAG, and City GHG
emission reduction goals and objectives, the Project would not conflict with
any applicable plan, policy, or regulation of an agency adopted for the
purpose of reducing the emissions of GHGs. In the absence of adopted
standards and established significance thresholds, and given this
consistency, it is concluded that the Project’s impacts are not cumulatively
considerable.

(2) Mitigation Measures
Cumulative impacts regarding GHG emissions would be less than significant.
Therefore, no mitigation measures are required.

(3) Level of Significance after Mitigation

Cumulative impacts regarding GHG emissions were determined to be less than
significant. Therefore, no mitigation measures were required or included, and the
impact level remains less than significant.
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